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When Kansas held hearings on the "debate" between evolution
and "intelligent design" (ie. the Bible), a curious thing
happened according to the New York Times. Most major
science organizations refused to take part. Their reasoning is
sound, but I don't know if I agree. In short, the National Center
for Science Education, top textbook authors and others said
showing up would reinforce a lie.

1. There is NO debate in the scientific community on
"intelligent design," which has had decades to inspire some
research or findings and proven empty.

2. You can't debate faith -- the people arguing for intelligent
design are not scientists, are unwilling to accept any other
point of view and therefore will never admit they're wrong.
3. The scientific community has spent the last few decades
appearing with these groups, taking them on scientifically,
proving why their crackpot ideas hold no water and nothing
changes -- so why appear?

4. It's a waste of time in a political arena -- in this case, they
figured the board had already decided to rule it was an
interesting debate and that kids deserved to hear about it in
class. They were right.
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On the other hand, this really isn't a scientific debate, is it, so
no one should need scientists to argue with these crackpots.
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