his love of seeing the fameliar in unexpacted cavs lad him straight 1o hes

Jolly goodfellas ot g st v, T Ling e St Pres. S50 A g

siér epsc 861 in London during the s=inging '60s and T0s. The Le
A GAY ENGLISH GANGSTER SHOOTS R
STRAIGHT IN JAKE ARNOTT'S HOT NEW BOOK, """ eH Lol e S "
THE LONG FIRM BY MICHAEL J. GILTZ SIS 15 2 D0usgl QU € A 1QNCNESS 107 BOTHEE and yumger men
Starks s based in pard on the mfamous real-life gueeer gangsier Roa-
mie Ky, and as Amon paints out, “Kray, along with Harmy Starks, sa
81 e vriner, Jake Arnod rimgall in the great iradition of empire maen. You know, tha great adven-
loved fo devour the “pulp nansense”™ his tather voukd buy when commue- furers [ike Lavrence of Arabia, And it's no surprise that viven vou scracch
ing beteeen thair home in the subirbs and Londan. | remamber reading thesa empire horoas, they all e out 1o be queer as well. Because in a
Al those Edgar Rice Burroughs books,™ Arnodt savs. “and ih sense they have 1o do that; they have to gat auyy. They've gol fo run 1wy
or 14 and suddenly came across this other Burroughs book. It was from home. ‘Cuse they're pever going to fit in.”
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thies sodomy. Al the tene. vou think he el &5 poung oo™ Srarks's e W [ 1. @ straght toagh guy vho ummsen-

The 38-vear-old Amaon eventually figured i 0w, but it took running iomally influences the ska scens; Rud r. 2 faded B-movee star; and
away liom home in 1 gettimg mio "2l sorts of scrapes™ el Lenny, 2 prolessar who teaches sociolegy 1o prisongrs,
living Megall Kty “Thara's a great irndition of deviant crimindls and gay ganpsiers,”
Crogs, and ovan working 25 a Aot points out, “1 love tha Dashiall Hymmen type. bin there's aleavs
martuary lechnician for a thit [ielea) that they're davinnt sexually and so they're deviant eriminally
medical school. Bur 5 } a8 well, But when you've got a central character that's gay. it be-
o and more moml.”
| e [ong Finmis
already m development as 2 BBC mmaseries. “There has
been a mad amownt of pubdhicity. and i can be a ba dis-
= hmaott says. He was even tadad by 2 BBC
cresy making 2 docunentary about vriess. “Vou Q&
used 1o it.” he allevss. but it's not really good lor
thi soul in the fong run,
Ko Amodt 15 working on 2 nev novel that deals
with corruption of all sons (inclding the polica va-
riery) and spans saveral decades. |8 thene 2 gay
character? "1 don’t know: ver,” he ays. “Kinbe
Sometimes you're not sure about your characiers. and
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Gelir s 3 regular conmrharor ko sever! penndicai. aelding
the e York Post and Emertamment Woekly,

,[urﬁ; T read ine complete Trasacyipl of Kickadd Gir's comversalion welh Jake Remoli,
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