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Young Eden 
(above, right) gets 
into wedding-dress 
drag; Mrs, Edna 
Rural (left), Eden's 
mother, with her 
dog, Dolly 

founded his own company. "To be 
honest with you, I'd never seen any­
one put a character who was gay in a 
text-based puppet show," says Bur­
kett. ''I'm not saying it hasn't been 
done, but I never saw it. Chances are, 
it wasn't done." He pauses, thinking. 
"It just seemed natural. They don't al­
ways have to be happy characters or 
successful characters because I do 
know that there's a prettY emotionally 
stable big homo [pulling the strings] 
right above them." 

His self-confidence is hard-won: 
Burkett was born and raised in the 
Canadian province of Alberta, in a 
town of 25,000 where people who 
were different paid a price. "I was 
told I was a fag before I even knew 
what that was about," says Burkett. 
"It started early. It was a dirty thing 
people were hostile about. Then you 
figure out what it is and that you actu­
ally are that , and it just becomes 
harder. [But] puppetry really helped 
me because I knew I was getting out." 

Burkett's also getting out of Al­
berta: he's moving from Calgary to 
Toronto. "A ten-year relationship 
has just dissolved this year, and a 
new one has begun , hence the 
move," explains Burkett. "It's been a 
hell of a year. " • 

Giltz is a regular contributor to several 
periodicals, i ncluding the New York 
Post and Entertairunent Weekly. 

Ja:! Find more on Ronnie Burkett and links to related 
- U Internet sites at www.advocate.com 
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