Better Off Dead
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Lane Mever (John Cusack of The
Swre Thing) is in love, In faet, he's
obscsed, We know he's ohsessed,
because his room s literally covered
with-pictures of his girliriend, Beth
jAmianda Whwss), ‘Lane cven sleeps

with one of her photos:

Unfortunately, many women in
high school ehange bovicends mare
often than they change their socks,
and Beth is no exeepton. She drops
Lane “for * another “guy, -an . ob-
oot hantdsorme man who is alse
u_tup-noteli skier. He¥thecaptdin of
the  sndW=kiteam, and” the anly
perstn B0 ever ski the dended 12- K
slope and live,

Meccdless to 8ayv, Lane s crushed,
Without*Bethy he lrares he'd be
better ofPdeads But, every time he

rets @ lose ™o Sommitting suicide,
J. inestops mHe wants to win Beth
hack,® Hesidgs, " pretty exchangs
|I|l.|:.ﬂ| [rom Franee just moved in
acrosg the drpeld Her hame s
Monigue (Didng EpanblinSandSwe
knowghe's just fhe @il for Line.

Will Lane éverSpet amund to
killingg himself* Willlhe andBethiget
together again?AWilk he go fhrough
with his :-Em]'h'uqu torace Both's new
bovirignd down the treacharons 18-
K slope? Will Lang finally notice
Monigque?

Thatds the rather standard p!ul af
Better Qff Dead. Buk, this s not &
standurd  movie,  Writer/ Director
Savage Steve Holland has something
more ambitiows in mind.

On the gne hand, Holland has

made a run-of-the-mill, bat ap-
pealing, remantic comedy. Qn the

Lr;lllw:r hand, he's made a broad spoof
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alu Airplane. For instance, Lane i
sitting at the dinner table sulking
about his lost love when hic dipner
erawls off the plate! And his little
brother only has ta fiddle with = toy
gun o turtiit into a deadly laser,

Quite n° Few of these pags
{especially the gang of newspaper
bays who want subseription money)
are. pretty funnyv. Buot, the movie
never gels. ‘The problem is thal the
two “parts. of the "Him
(rmance/spoof) create, at best, an
uneasy alliance.

From the wery -beginning, we
know this movie isn't bound by
reality, S0, we havealot of trouhle
concentrating on the very reallstic

problems of Lane, Adrplanes Elr:ul
e ==

v

John Cusack

was flimsy and secondary, This
movie’s plot is important and in-
leresting.

We can't become involved in the
romantic comedy, beécause we're
always waiting for the next bizarre
gig. And we can’t enjoy the gags,
beeause they're getting in the w ay of
the story,

Maybe there's a way these two
senres could work together. Maybe
there's some combination of the two
that will allow them to play off each
other, resulting in & funny and
touching movie, Better Qff Dead
isn't that movie, but [ think Savage

Steve Holland is just getting warmed

up.
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