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OPTIONS GALORE Menus (ke Froopers’, top) that lel you
skip (o favorite scenes, sharper images (07's vibrant
greens are an attention grabber), and subtitles on damand

{as in Goloffngerd make DVD a lempling buy

singing along and spraying for bugs.

W ARE PLAYER FEATURES THAT MUCH BET-
TER THAN A YER'S? Yes, With chapter
searches, you can jump Lo any scene in a
movie within seconds, James Bond flicks
like Goddfinger (MGM) are worth wateh-
ing over and over, but who ean blame
you for jumping to a jaw-dropping action
sequence when it's so easy to sccess?

W ARE THE DISC EXTRAS WORTH THE EX-

TRA COINP They certainly cun be, Docu- |

mentaries that take you behind the

seenes, trailers, outtakes,
production stills, alter-
nate-language and subti-
tling options, audio tracks
with the director amd cast
talking about the making
of the movie—VHS can't
accommodate all these
bonuses, and special-edi-
tion Inserdiscs can cost
100 or more, L.A. Confi-
dential (Warner) and Boo-
gie Nights (New Line) are
outstanding examples,
while hearing Jack Nichaol-
son hold court on the com-
mentary track of As Good
ag It (Fets (Columbia Tri-
Star) is a rare treat.

B DOES DVD MAKE ANY
DIFFERENCE FOR OLDER
MOVIES? Absolutely. With
DVDs, you're often seeing
the movie in its best shape
gines it first came out, such
as with The Philadelphin
Story (MGM). And Jetter-
boxing—a DVD main-
stay—is just as important
as a gond print. Letterbox-
ing lets you see n movie
the way il was shown in
the theaters. For Born on
the Fowrth of July (Uni-
versal), 2001: A Space
(dyzaey (MGM), and Ran
{(Fox Lorber) it's the only
way to go, But don’t fret:
Many recent movies are
offered in both wide-
sereen and cropped for-
mats on the same dise, so0
you don't have to choose.
EWILL DVDS LASTP That is,
are the dises durable?
Don't use them as Frisbees or teething
rings for the kids, but if they want
to wateh The Little Princess (Lu-
mivision) for the hundredth time,
don't sweat it

W WILL DVD PLAYERS REPLACE THE VCRP?
Not any time soon. Despite speculation
that recordahle DVDs will be on shelves
for the "99 holiday season, they're still
probably years away, Keep your VCR,
just ns you kept the audiotape deck to
(Contivied on page 112)



REMASTERY Kate Hepburn's Story on DVD

make copies [or the car or party tapes,
But you can get rid of that old CD player
that gkips: DV players play all CDs,

M SHOULD | WAIT FOR DVD-AUDIO TO DE-
BUT? No. Technical specifications for au-
dio-only DV Ds, which promise even
better sound than current music Clls,
have yet to b lashed out, and the dises,
along with compatible audio-video play-
ors, probably won't come out until late
next year., 30 unless you're nuts for
highly detadled sound, don’t wait.

B WILL PLAYER PRICES KEEP DROPPINGP
Probably, but you can already buy
DVD players for as low as 2300, and
there should be more at that price by
Christmas. That's a bargain companed
with the STH0 to 51,000 Lhey started at,
W WHAT ABOUT DISC PRIGES? Most new
DVDz cost 320 to 330; Warner Home
Video is readying a budget line as low
na 30.95. That means the pressure on
the major studios is to Keep prices
down. (By and large, renting a DV
costs the same as a tape rental.) What's
more, every DVD is priced to sell—
even when the same title on tape is of-
fered “for rental only™ (that is, priced at
about 2100), That means even if you're
the only person on your block dying to
own The Postiman, you won't have to
wait six months to a year to afford it.

B |5 SOMETHING G0ING TO REPLACE DVD?
The next step after that i2 expected to
be a super-DVD with a picture as
detailed as HIYTY (thanks to new laser
technology ), but that seems at least five
years away. And those players will
definitely be backward compatible, so
you'll still he able to play all your
current DVDs and CDs, Those bulky
tape casseties you have now? I predict
whaole eities in Arizona built from recy-
cled VHS bricks. m
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