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oudon't get anywhere by being shy. James
YHunter was a struggling performer when a

mate of his approached Van Morrison ard -
talked up Hunter's talents. Remarkably, Morrison
went to check Hunter out, and soon he was per-
forming with Van the Man and John Lee Hooker
in concerts around the world. But you can always
ask for more,

“I was having breakfast in his hotel with
Morrison,” says the 43-year-old Hunter about the
days just after he started touring with the singer.
“He mentioned he was going to a tailor's to be kitted
out with a tuxedo. Immediately, | piped up and said,
‘Hey, how about getting us them as well?’ He turned
to his manager and said, ‘What do you think about
350 we all trooped off, and Morrison got us alf
t like penguins, The five of us and Morrison
Wi giggling in this tailor's shop because it was a
new experience for all.of us.”
a Ehe classic soul singers he admires, Hunt-
jtifiues to dress nattily for his gigs. His third
People Gonna Talk” (Rounder), is the first
to géHistributed in the U.S. Listen to his smooth
ipn cuts like “Mollena” and “All Through Cr-
£ d you'd swear you were listening to some
Sted gem from the early Sixties. Surely no

5 songs this classic, this good, anymore?

Edoihave a girlfriend now; she hasn't upset me
ye! ;%ghs Hunter. “I'm not used to writing con-
tedt happy songs. I'll either have to change me

stflq griget her to provoke me.”

)

t should always be this easy: UK |
singer Corinne Bailey Rae worked |
on songs that attracted the atten- |
tion of fellow artists and recorded )
her debut album with her own mon- !
ey. The buzz started to grow, and 1
she performed on British TV last '
October before even a single song |
had been heard on the radio. '
Critics paid attention, and an i
influential annual BBC poli of jour- A
nalists named her the new artist :
they were most looking forward to -
hearing in the coming year. .
“Since last November, every- !
thing has gone so steadily,” says i
the 27- year-old Rae, chatting in H
an upper West Side hotel room af- |
ter a day of press (and shopping at |
the Barneys New York Co-Op). “It's |
been weird and good — but quite -
spooky, like it's this path you're .
just walking down. That's been !
really amazing. As opposed to !
playing in a pub, carrying your amp !
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down the stairs, getting the gui-
tars on the bus, getting record com-
panies to watch the band and they
don't like this person or want that
to change.”

Hardly a surprise, since the CD
is 50 engaging, ranging from the
acoustic soul of “Like a Star” to
more jazzy terrain, only to trump it
all with a Stevie Wonder-like finale,
“Season's Change.”

Now Rae hopes to float to the
top of the U.S. charts as well. She's
performing at Webster Hall on Aug.
23, her latest return visit to Manhat-
tan where an earlier gig had her
delivering a wicked cover of Led
Zeppelin just to keep fans on their
toes. A full-page feature in Billboard
described the biggest fear of her
record company: that Rae may be
becoming too successful too fast;
they want her popularity to grow
more gradually. No-suchluck. :
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