Look who's making his
network debut today as
the most extreme

sport comes to NBC...

By MICHAEL GALTZ
Tﬂﬁ.ﬁ.'{' ut 4 pon., NBC broad-

casts live coverage of bull

riding in the $200,000 Bud
Light World Challenge. You'll
see the 10p 45 inlernathonal rid-
ers and the world's top 30 bulla
(they have thelr own fans) go
hesd-to-head ina sport where
ir's nat If or when you get hart
— Buxi haovwr bad.

“Cme out of every L7 rides,
there's gpoing to be an injury,”
1ays Randy Bernard, the L"ﬁl'l ol
PBEL the P'rofessianal Bull Rid
ers ceganiration. "In MASCAR, if
EEIIJ wreck YOUF CAF ol Can go

ome and build a new one and
next woek come back These
EurL, you wreek your body and
you're out for three to four
months mast Hkely.”

Fisking Lt ali w ilITh:.- Ty Mur-
ray. the winner of a record
seveh All-aroend cowhay cham-
pEl.1r|-'|!|.|p'| and boy friend of
=Enr_l;rl [ewel. Though often
catled the greatesti coy oy of all
time, even Murray loo  some
years 10 injuries, ever ually get-
IIBE FECOnNITUCTIVG YulEely On
both shoulders and knees. Mur
eay faoes 44 others, including
this weason’s top bull Ader Adni-
ano Moraes of Hrazil and a hot
rookis, Luke Sayder.

But the real winners are cer-
tain to be the bulls — they're
pampered like the prize inves-
menis they are, and even a Hder
who stays on for the full eigha
seconds las to watch his back
until be's ont of danger

For NBC Sports executive pro-
ducer Tom Roy, thowcaiing this
event i o dream come tnee

“1 grew up in Tuéson, Arl-
IONA" Ay Ih:li.'. “and we used to
get two days aff every year
whin the rede came to town
That's the culnsre out there.

“I've had the op |'~-ur'|_1,|.n|_r]1 (18]

roduce the Super Bowl. the
World Series the Olympics, the
NHA Finals and the lienfu.l.{
Drerby, But 1 always secredly had
this passlon o produce a bull
riding evenL™

If it vounds like 3 one-time
stunt {Fox aired o similar special
in "87 and scored higger ratings
than the NHL All-Star gama), if
it spumda like the sort of thing
ABC™s “Wide World of S
would ghow briefly in the s
right after cliff diving, then think

in.

ull riding and rodeo are
poised to be the next NASCAR
= a hugely popular 5 with
heartland appeal that's ready for
prirné time. The AR bell riding
tour (I major evenly overseen
by 8 cowbor-owived- and-oper-
ated organization) draws kuin-

dreds of thouands of fans
alter only elght years and s
seen weekly on TN, lassolng
some of its besd ratings after
e fading wirestling shows

The oo (our reaches 3
more traditional (L.e. older)
crowd and is onganized by the
Professional Rodeo Cowbay
Assucistion. It includes bun-
diedi of =i opi both major and
milaer, wwith competithting in
bull elding, calf-roplng, steer
wreslling, |.1:|:I'|.-’p|a|,:|i1 bropco
rhling and more. Rodeos draw
milliors of fans, and this yesr
has garnered igs biggen TV
nusllence yet 1hanks to ln-
creased weekly visibility on
ESI'KL The Matbonal Finals
Rodeo — held in Las Vegas,
like many of the biggest
events in the sport — alrs on
ESI'N for two weeks starting
December 1L

Whether it's & full mdes or a
PR event, bull rh.limf in always
the fan favorite with b combi-
nation of physical danger and
exceptional athleticiam. It's casy
1o see why many believe it can
capture the imagination of a
wider audience that dosgn't
wear booti 184 wooldn't dream
of ridfing a hare,

“You hold your breath from
the time the gate opens until the
cowhoy eicapes at the end of the
ride.” says NBC's Roy. “Thrse
bulls are literally 2000-pound,
mean-spirited beasts who are

to kill
a cowho

ol

i
oL

y

trying to remove the cowboy
and make kim pay for being
there in the frst place. So if we
can translate that through the
TV set to the {olls at homs, it
will be great”

Murray bopes NBC will he
new fant appreciate the physical
demands and serious prepars
oo that bull ridiag calls fox
“It"s the mast scary, dangerous
sport in the world.” says Muos-
ray, calling from a studio where
Jewel is in the midst of a photo
shaot. “But the closer people pet
o it and the more they see.
they'll understand these arent

juwt & bunch of erazy pays hang-
g om for dear life. A this leval,
that's imposaible”

Hull 1 g and roxdecs ||beadf
enjoy high profile fans llke
Roger na, Tom Selleck
Jammes Caan, Elton Johe's lyricist
Bernle Taupin and Kiefer Su-
theriond, Sutherland even put
his acting career on hald for twa
ye=rs bo compric &5 a team calf
roper on the professional tour.

Hulll por convinced? Remem-
ber, 10 years ago everyone
scoffed ot the dim {Irn:pn' ts for
MASCAR. It wan a hick “sport™
with drivers whoe drawled and

D

fans with heer bellled. Mow, vlf-
tually every major newspaper
carried weekly stores on Lﬁ: lag
est racen. NASCAR events aro
one of the few areas of ratings
growth for televised sports and
supersian like Jeff Gordon and
the late Drale Farnhardr are
household names.

Though the PRCA Is affiliated
with some 700 diiferent rodecs
in the US and Canada, the PRR
doesn't expect to include many
more avents beyond the regular
season’s 29 and one-off specials
like the NBC event

“We would love to expand it
further.” says PBR'S Bernard,
“but It's such a dangerous sport
becase of injuries, we feel that

we're really pushing the cowboy

ar 19 evenis. It's about as rigoe-
ous & schedule as

For Murray, the L1HI.|:11 siep la
to bring those 29 bull riding
events to bigger and bigger
crowds af every npjmnun!':r-

I wrant to see us in the 29 big-
pest markets,” says Murray.
“That's what I would ke to see.
We have fo stay focused and
continue (o grow the sport.~The
11“&1'"? lﬁ!'ﬂﬂﬁtll!l'llltl‘l mﬁ .
W having o deal with the
J.nhnlrlialnlismmt that dog ro-
deos, the cirens, hone racing
and ather loog-standing events
v raditions

As Murray says, “Bull riding ks
cruel o the cowbays, not to
Prialls™
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