The Simpsons Ssason Two [549.93; Fox)

This is the season “The Simpsons® was

saved from itself. An immediate smash oy

kit an Sunday nights, the show was | o

switched by Fox to Thursdays ar 8 oppo- Y '_._“i..-

site the blockbuster siteam “The Cosby | }

Show.” And thank God. *The Simpsons® ._['-\ =

— like Tarantino or God —seemed tobe |8 L= r i 377
rohere in 1989, It did well against e {:h"" {

“Cosby” but not near the numbers it did - ‘\r,v

the first year, turning the animated elas- b

#i¢ from a pop cultural juggermaut to an

almaat below-the-radar hit, The show i I:;

would appear in the Top 20 or 30 for
years to come, but it didn't dominate the MR, HOMER SHAPSON
alrwaves, letting the writers and volce cast go on o create some
of the most subversive and funny hall hours on telavision.

Hopscotch ($20.95; Criterion)

Mol gi'n:n the Crlterian treatment are alenost always criti-
cally acelaimed works or cult favorites that deserve to be consid-
ered classics. Sure the occaslonal Armageddon sneaks in Chey,
l:.'-ri[:rlu?ha.'l.tu pay the bills, you koow), But by and large its

of approval is given spar and with n.'mn Hi

chlid Isn“urlllc thr:l?:unhdggn is, but It is surel up-
unexpected addition to the canon in a while, An amus ﬂgluttlu,-
caper, it tells about an aging C.LA. agent (the shambling Walter
Matthau) shunted aside thanks wo politics, He publishes s memodr
revealing the secrets of virtually every spook agency in the world,
making hlmata.r%rt for everyone from his old bosses 1o the KGB.
Glenda Jackson plays the woman who gives him succor and shel-
E‘Erig-hw made a great team, having previously paired off in Howse

al

Ressrvolr Dogs: Speclal Edition [S!ﬁ.ﬂﬂ.
Artisan)/Puip Fiction Collector’s Edition/

Jackie Brown Collector’s Edition ($29.89
each; Miramax)

Here's a shocker: Quentin Tarantine
has been out of the spotlight 2o long, we
Jrrua.":,-‘ miss the guy. That would have
f been heard to believe five years ago when
| he was virmwally omnlpresent. Just as sur-
prising is the fact that all three of his fea-
tures come bursting with extras, but
withour the de Figueur commentary track.
It miist be hard to a3y no in the frst Nush
of fame, but Tarantino seems 10 have
learned the trick. As for the movies, Res-
ervelr Dr:g: 15 & gems Pulp Fiction has a
brilliant first act, a clever structureand

TARANTING some serious flaws, but deserves its land-
mark status; and Jackie Broven — like {1 star Pam Grier — books
better and better with the passing of time.

Iris ($29.99; Miramax)

With Ronald Reagan riedly unable to recognize his wife
Mancy and C!ur]::flltm aungum:mg pniyl;:g]r;.- (if rather
enigmatically) that he is c:hlh”“‘%l Alzheimer's-like symptoms,
the timing is sadly right for Iris. This quietly ambitdous drama
shows author Iris Murdoch in the theoes of that terrible illness
while flashing back ta her young romance with devoted husband
John Bayley. The movie mostly sidesteps Murdoch’s bisexuality
(it's based on his memoir, after all} and doesn’t really give you
any sense of Murdoch the artist. But Judi Dench gives a bewil-
dered gare and you're last. Kate Winslet and [im Broadbent are
also strong., but the real find here is Hugh Bonneville who plays
the young Bayley: he resembles Broadbent to a stunning degree
and seems to have just as much talent to boot.

The Fluffer ($29.95; First Run Features)

This witty little drama is like Boogie Nights set in the gay pom
industry, Cur hero is Sean (Michael Cunio), a young cameraman
obsessed with gay-for-pay porn star Johnny Rebel Sean gets the
break of a lifetime when he becomes [ohnny's “fluifer,” an assist-
ant hired to stimulate the star before the camera is rollin Th'u
sounds titiliasing, but writer and co-director Wash West
miare serjout alms. The movie i85 sssured if low budget (the mund
is especially weak), with unexpected twists that turn it from a sly
comedy into a sad and seddy .[::uu It's hard o tell if Scott Gur-
ney H{nhﬂi‘l? is an actor with a limited range or merely playing
an actor with a limited range. But Cunio Is spot-on: not slnce
Hugh Grant blushed his way into stardom has an actor managed
to remakin so sheepishly charming for an entire fim




