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“Back to the Future” Trilogy

This has to be one of the sirangest trilogies in
miovie history (339.94, Unbversal). What other Holly-
wood franchise has produced three different movies
that have almost nothing in common except the same
tithe and the same cast?

‘The firsy, of course, ks a sheer delight, with Michael
J. Fax in his best role as the time-traveling Marty
McFly. The sccond, very dour installment, is utterly
different in tone, style and intention. The third, a s0-
s0 cornedy set mainly in the Old West, has a few in-
jokes but could just as easily been written by some-

| one who'd never even heard of the first rwo movies.

Only the first is essential, but there™s no anguing
they've been nicely packaged as n seq with lots of ex-
tras.

“Minority Report”

Anyone wondering why DVDs have become so
popular, so quickly, should check out this dise (519.95,
DreamWorks). Steven Spielberg's dark look, with
Tom Cruise, at a futuristic police force that arrests
criminals before they commit their crimes has been
packaged 25 a deluxe, rwo-dise set jammed full of
commentary tracks and other extras, all for o price
that people were ipa;rin\: for shoddily made VHS tapes
20 years ago. Hollywood doesn’t have 1o worry about
scoplt downloading movies as long as they keep pro-

ucing bargains like this.

“The King of Comedy”

Real Robert De Niro fans knew he could be funny
even before they saw “Meet the Parents” and =Anal-
yze This.®

Martin Scorsese’s “The King of Comedy™ (519,98,
Fox) stars I3 Niro as Rupert Pupkin, a fanatheal fan
of TV talk-show host Jerry Langford (Jerry Lewis).
Pupkin kidnaps Langford to farce him o let the
would-be comic do 3 stand-up routine on the alr.
(Pupkin has & mock-up of Langford's set in his home
where he practbces being a talk-show guest — &n ides
given an homage on “Seinfeld.”}

Creeplly funny with a lot on fts mind, this very
black comeady (co-starring Sandra Bernhard in a hilar-
ious supporting role) also happens to be one of Scor-
sese's most accessible and emertaining

“Unfaithful”

Never underestimate the power of a good sex
scene. As Roger Fhert kas often pointed out, critics
rarely talk aboat belng attracted to stars or turned on
l'-}' certain movie moments. ot ask any moviegoer
abrout this film and the steamy moments between
Dlane Lane and Olivier Martines are firse thing they
mention. It's the main reason this infidelity droma
152798, Fox) from director Adrian Lyne scored a1 the
box office. And you can skip right to vour favorite
parts.

“The Beach Boys: An American Band”
] Just Wasn't Made for These Times”

This double feature of documentaries at a great
price ($14.98, Artisan) cowvers the Beach Boys and
their troubled genbus Brian Wilson.

The first i3 a standard documentary about the
group, from 1985, The second, rather plaindvely titled
ane is an homage to Brian from music producer Don
Was. He directed the film and corralled a herd of in-
dustry legends to talk about what made Brian's work
om “Pet Sounds” and other albums so vwventive and
enduring. Watching the addled Hrian tulk can be
rither upsetting. since he seems so ot of it half the
rime. But 'Was sensitively caprures the humor and in-
aight Brian «ill retains.

Rainer Werner Fasshinder

Filen Forum is preparing a retrospective of films h:,-
the prolific German director who made more than 30
miovics belore dving &t the age of 37,

Ir's almost not fair to say what T think abowt him,
since there are so many of his ilms | haven't seen —
such a8 his epbe German TV miniséries "Berlin Alex-
anderplate.” Until Film Forum gets golng on Feb. 14,
:a:c]l:l‘lp with a fine serles of DVDs from Wellspring,
miost ol them $24.98. They affer the classic “Fox and
His Friends” (in which Fassbinder starred), “The Bir-
ter Tears of Petra Vion Kant,” and relatively obscure
works ke “The Niklashamen Jouirney™ and "Kaizel-
micher.”




