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Akira: The Special Edition ($39.98; Pioneer)

1 Tris aninee Landmerk los wever beessa Gvorite sf mims, bt
coimpared s “Final Faasy: |he 1 Witlabw," Bt graly is tlwe L0
izen Cane of apecalyplic carteons, In Japan, sociely ks spinning
ot of comtrol. Our heroes are young people ina motoreyelie Eng
thiat wiclently clash with rival groups, They stumble onte a Isi-
povernment plot to mutate children into powerful weapons
-an harnews the forces of Akira, a force which secins Inplf el
strowing pavwer sl hall righteous wind tat can sweep the
old ways. 1t's o gorgeous looking movie, with striking set picces
Jike those motoreyele bantles and some elaborate paychic show-
downs = even il it all feels like a teenspgenrs fake on nibilicm
rather than the real deal. This new edition is special, thoaghe
huul:ifullif packaped ina wice tin case, with o second PVEYde-
woled to Lhe expected extras, inc liedinne more than 4500 produc
tion stills and iaterviews with the principals invedved.

Pollock ($24.95; Columbia
TriStar)

It's great to see 8 wilde andience ©m
brace a Labor of love with as much inten
sity as ihe people invelved. | wouldn't S5y
Ed Harrs was born 1o play painter lack-
son Pollock — he's (oo good an actor to
limit by suggesting the need for destiny.
But he certainly was the right person to
pet it made. Pollock’s life was a lithe to
classically Flollyweosd 1o completely on
pape me = early obscurliy, melewnc wuc
3 cess thanks to a woman (harebs Gay

Tlardend whas sacrificed her own caree

Ed Harris: Spot on ke i hagew ¥
self-absopption and an caily deathe Bt Vlanris crndis somme Time
performances and his passion comes trougli in ther audio com-
mientary. Worthwhile, in thse goasd sense of the word.

Cane Toads: An Unnatural History ($24.95;
First Run Features)

These at, poisonous little creatunes wire introduicsl intee s
tralia in 1935 to attack te Greyhack beetle, a pest destroying
sugar crops. Sadly, the beeths comid fly and the cane toad
couldn't, making them useless as a natural deterrent. Happily. the
cane toads weren't bothered by proving useless and went on to
reproduce at a frantic rate (one male amd female can churn out
A000 epyred and seem polsed 1o ke over the entire continent
‘This clieeky film breaks o lot of docwmentary rules a la Ereol
worrs and elearly has fun a1 the expense of the people it inter-
views, Bt thuse Aussies are an odd bunch — cxtolling the vie
pses of cane woads 21 pets, or obaessively doing all they can to
wipe this plague off the fce of the eanth

The Shootist ($29.99; Paramount)

Sumetlmes 0 great artist's career ends on just the right naete
Actor Peter Sellers just missed out on this by following his bril-
liant turn in Being There with the woeful comedy 7 Fiendish
Plot of Dr. Fu Manchu., Director Juhn Huston did it with The
Dhead, Iis moving adaptation of James foyce starring his dauglier
Anpelica John Wayne also got it right with The Shaeotist, the tale
of an aging punfipghter that peignantly dowvetailed with his own
battle against cancer. Su rrounded by stellar talent [Lauren Racall,
Ten Hrweard, [imnmy Stevearth, Wayne took his final bow with
st digenity, gons Blazing. Also jost out is Hatarl] (47050 Para
a1, Wy ne's nostakic tean-age with Phoawarad Tlaw ks that
strives fue the manly humor of amsther ena o lige effect. Retter
ix Palnt Your Wagon. the erner & Loewe musical in whic
Clint Fastwosod croaks out a few numbers, He winlil pestlly nail
his singing for Honkytonk Man, bo this st the lusiibering
warhorse il looks like,

La Cage Aux Folles ($19.98; MGM)

Miramax is suddenly on a remake oz, planning Englisl bon-
puage versions of recent foreign films like * With a Friend Like
Farry™ (which would work if they drop the slasher finale and
keep it believabiled and *The Closet,” a French faree about 2 man
who pretends to be ga]t o protect his job. Surely they hope fao
mbmic the suecess of the bleckbusters * Three Men and a Raby,”
which remaife “Three Men and a Cradle® and wThe Birdeage,"
wiileh remade this silly trifle. It's proven surprisingly duralle: a
Broadway version was a ginnd smash and produced the anthrm
Am What 1 Am= and the Hollywood spin en it with Rebin Wil
liams and Mathan Lane made buckets of money. You waldn'e
suspeet such a long life for the shaky original titself based on 4
play), but it has an innocent pofy charm ana a eertain uninten
tinal 2ip because it was made in the 7is; long, befere anyone

imagined gays conld be anything but amsingely ley.
—= Klichmel Gilrz




