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*American Pie": Ultimate Edition Unrated
(529.98; Universal)

De’t get too worked up about the wisrared” versivm of = Ameri
can Mie.”™ On the ome hosd, yoo can't get much raonchicr than a
teenape boy masturbating with an apple pie tespecially when le's
amilit by liis diad ). O the other hand, since this movie js -
sleally sweer and old-fashioned at hearr, there wasai mscli
naughtiness beyond the caloulated pross-osts e weve Alrely
secik Like many a teen sex ek, = American Pie™ revels in boys
bursting to be relieved of their wvirginity but actually quietly sug-
pests =ex might acteally be better with someone you krow and
like (or. Gasd forbld. bove ). The trath of this sertimental licart con
be seen dn the trailer for = American Pie 2 ineladed doibiis el
floen, 11 eaftles of i the names of the whiole g tdoes anyone
ally remembeer the names of all those characters) while a w
“Waonder Years™ style vedecover says that good times come and
go bt friends are forever, Touchy feely? Yoo bet, Faithful 1o the
mushy core at the heart of the orkzinal? Right again s it followed
by a scene wlhere our hero {Jason Biggs) is surprised in bed with
1|1 girl by his dlad, his mooand then the ginl's dad and msom? Absoe
ulely,

“Bagdad Cafe” ($19.98; MGM)

Somelimes, one limy element of 2 movie can make i S ial.
This gentle comedy by dircctor PPercy Al lovin 0l samly good Ena
lish lamgmiage movied is Glled with a marvelous cast, including the
plumply luscisus Markanne Sagebrechi os an abandoned way
farer, CUH Punder as the owner of a diner where she finds o
new home, and Jack Palance in his real comeback as a fsrmer s
designer wlis wants o capdire the lesity of Sapecbrechi sacan

Palanee's Cscar-winnbmg tuen in iy Slickers™ was just the
i e cake compared Lo bis maneed, toeDing perfor e -
here. un =fagdad Cofe” might just have been an eccentric losi-
mote if it wasn't for one crecial element, That clement §s the
haunting, Oscar-nominated song "Calling You” pesformed by Je-
Wil ‘V‘I1 el Adlon Llllﬂuu!l}r knew he'd found gold: this beauti-
ful, poignant number written by Bob Telson appears in one form
or anether throughout the movie, It's lard to imagine = fagdad
Café™ without i

Jackie Mason Comedy Trilogy
($20.95; White Star)

S0l pockage says this DV is three hours long. and iCs only
v Ivovirs and forty minmates. So sue me, It =il has plenty of jokes
crammed in there, what with one unremarkable docwmens: ary
about Mason's career linchuding the chp frovms “Fad Sull A"
where he made a finger gesture and found himsclf Backballed for
yvears) and two concert llms. Oaly one routine s repeated — thae
one, @ beanty pboast Jewish athleticism, (1 bet e liked the soeme
i ".ﬂ.irphl‘.lr('" where a passenger s offered o book or a mazine
but asks the stewardee for soanething Iig]l'lﬂ! v abwiid this
|~:|=r||1hh~r o great Jewish athletes?” she r|."'=|1|1nJ-h.] There are
only brief elips from his Brosdway stands, bt “lackic Mason in
Tsrael” and “Jackie Mason on Canspus™ (a1 Oxford, no less) are
perfectly solid examples of his smart, caustic routine. 1s he
reinventing (e wheel? Ho. Is he funny? Yes Is he offensive? He
ceriainly Iw:pl_-s s, Mo frills, but {ans will be happy.

“Mommie Dearest” ($29.99; Paramount)

For gt

Bonsetimes a masvie actually teied 1o be campy froan 1l
It mhimwisd mever waseks (lasogelt s vecenst 4 Taprdie e Ammel™ acin
ally pulled ie ol pretty well) In general, for o nsvie tae be traly
campy, the pmplu Involved have o take their work very seri
ously indeed, Think of the actors Bravely mowthing thebr Jdiak
in Fd Wooond's =en @ From Cater Space.” Or consider e all-
portant public service that * Resfer Madness™ provides in warning:
about the dangers of marijuana, (Apparently, one whifl sends you
Nying out the door to jump in a car and ron down poedestiang.)
Then there's “ Showgiels, ™ which shockingly revealed thm Vegas
was a town that demeaned women for the sake of fash and par
rare. “Mometie Dearest,” as with all of those movies, was maxlbe by
people who were very serious about their work, They truly
||1mu'l|.| they were creating a devostating deama about the vicious
private life of Joan Crawford, That's wly the scenes of wire han
pars and so on are so funny, But it's probably unigue ameng camip
classics in that the contral performance — 11:; Faye Dunaway — is
truly great. She is frighteningly believable as Crawford and brings
an intensity to the role that is almost scary, Audiences may bgh,
it it's often a nervous release from the fiercenese of Denaway’s
commirment — surely Crawfoed couldn’t have been that horren-
dous, that self-cemtered, that bizarre in real life? Rather than
admit it, audiences cackle, It's by no means a good movie, and
laugzhimg is surely the only way to enjoy it But you can alsa enjoy
the brilliant acting by Dunaway that gives this campy filim brs bite

— Méchael Giltz




