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The X-Files - The Complete Fourth Season
and American Roots Music

{5149.98; Fox) and ($42.95; Palm Plctures) Fans of TV are ina
golden ape, where virtually every show of note is becoming avall-
abla on DVIY, (Look for “Twin Peaks™ in Decetnber) You can ex-

1 TV programmisng to follow two paths. Long-running shows
ke “The Sopranos.” “The Simpsons”  prepers 2

and *The: X-Files" are coming out in ey —
deluxe’ box sets long after the shows
have csqueczed out all profits from
multiple airings on their networks and
in syndication. (This: boxed set. from
the fourth séason finds "The X-Files®
at its abdolote peakl) IV mbyies, min-
Eseries “and documientariesjare avail
able almost the day they air. Minise-
ries and | movies' ard © availabls

ractically before “the | show has fin-
ﬂhn! airing, 'll'_jh,c terrific PES docu-. £ J
mentary “American Roots Music® is a ]
'ﬂ'nt?;:nmp'lﬁ It's in the middle of a DUCHOVNY

our week rin showcasing the history of blues, country, jarz, gos=
pel, folk and sa'on through 2 wealth of performance clips, com-
mengary from the likes of Bonnie Raite and narration by Kris Hris-
tolferson. It's not even finkshed yet and the BVD - along with a
fultless 4 C1 bowed set and a tie-in hardeover book - s already
in stores, L

The Cheap Detective

{519.95 each; Columbia TriStar) ¥ou might have to act
quickly to catch Meil Simon's new play “45 Seconds from Broad-
way." But if you want a quick fx of his borschr belt kumor, you
could do wosse than this Peter Falk starrer that spoofs Humphrey
Bogart. Woody Allen got there first with the funnier “Play- It
Again, Sam.” But this cast - Ann-Margret, 5id Caesar, Eileen Bren-
nan, Abe Vigoda and Nicol Williamson (1) - keeps it watchabile,

Wonka & The Chocolate Factory 30th
mhmm-m

($24.98; Warner Bros.)Pavwer to the (litfle) people! After =~ -
Warner Bros, put out a 30th ﬁnn:irma.rar DVD of Willy Wonkaa:
few weeks ago, they were deluged with letters and email from
angry fans who demanded that the cropped version (edited for
VHS tape and cutting off abour a third of the image) be jolned by

-8 widescreen one, Warner wisely caved and now FOouU won't miss
asingle Qompa-Loompa, The studio should be applavded for act-
ing s0 cI!.uil:Idr. but chided for being so lazy in the first place. Now
il only fans of small British movies were furious letrer writers, we
might actually get the wideseresn versfon of “Chariots of Flre.”

Little Women

($24.90; Image)Ths great Eate - Katharine Hepburn, of course
- gave'one of her loosest, most entertaining early performances in
this classic take on the Louisa May Alcott povel, The 1994 version

o starring Winona Eyder and directed
| by Gillian Armstrong was ales terrific,
Hurt there’s no need io choose - watch
both. And there's no need 1o walt
houlishly for some excuse to cele-
rate Hepburn's work. Celebrate her
lifie - novw, while you can still teast her
talent in high spirits - by diving into
ane of the dozen or so DVDs availabile,
Anything with Spencer Tracy is
worthwhile, of course, with their first
pairing "Woman of the Year” and their
peak “Adam's Btib'!_{ﬂ!l'.ﬂﬂ each; =
Warner Brog) the first among equals.
HEPBURN She held her owd with the Mbroest
leading men: chewlng up more scefiery than Peter O Toole in
“The Lion in Winter® ($19.98; MGM), chewing out John Wayne in
“Hooster Coghurn® ($24,98; Universal), and facing down old age
marvelously with Henry Fonda in “On Golden Pond™ (519.98; Ar-
tisan). “Summertime” ($20.95 Criterlon) has added poignancy be-
cause her dive into the canals of Venice led to one of her lifelang
illnesses. And no movie anywhere can better the romantic com-
edy sheen of “The Philadelphia Story” (S19.98; Warner Broa.),
Baoy, she was yarel :

i out: “Lara Croft - Tomb Raider™ ($29.09: Paramount), An-
gelind Jolie ks quite spirited and perfiect for the role, but this i
purely mechanical, éven by the standards of the “video games
turmed into movies” genre; *America’s Sweethearts” (S27.96: Co-
hmbfa TriStar), in which Julia Reberts proves she can draw a
erowil even when going throwsh the motions: and “Mlares in ke
Heart™ {$19:95; Columbia Tr%tar), in which Sally Field struggles
a5.a Dépression-era waman tfrying o raise a family. It ends on a

remarkable note af grear comiore fur'nnfom: who is grieving.




