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I was oo fan of Swingers; after the
fifth refrain of "You're money!® 1
wanted a stlff drink as much as they
wanted chicke. The subsequent
movies of Vince Yaughn and
writer/star fon Favreau showed
they don't have very good tste in
other people’s material. So this low-
__ key story of two old friends —

winild-be mobsters on their first
hig asslpnment — caught me totally
by surprise. Their obvious chemis-
1iry | well-used, with Vaughn an
annoying know-it-all and Favreaw a
quick-toeanger schmisck with'a
stripper girlfriend. These twoare
so comfortable ther il's only a
matter of time before they give in
and do ﬂl'l.ll‘!;.'lf“"l:l things: a Hope-
1E. i aiens Croshy take-off or 3 rumantlc com-
| Natghn {iof) and Fanrea .y s overs.
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1;I:ha Road Home ($29.95; Columbia TriStar)
| This simple stury of love between a schoolteacher and a beauti-
Taly woman {Zhang £iyi of Crouching Tiger} is the latest
atrong effort of director Zhang Yimow. There's an unnecessary
" ShidSentimental framing device of a funcral, but the central story
is compellingly simple, Has any director ever so tharoughly re-
ooled himself a5 ¥imou? He made his name with gorgeous, pol-
ishied gems ke Raise the Red Lantern and Ju Do, culminating in
the glossy briliance of Sharghol Triad, a movie so lish in its pro-
duction values it would shame most Hollyweod studios., But
Yimon has reinvented himselfin the tradithon of the Italian neo-
realists, using hand-held cameras to film among the: unsuspecting
populace of China — creating brilliant dramas with exceptional
immediacy ke The Story of (Hu Jir, To Live and Not One Less. He
is 2 major tabent and this latest effort B8 a lesser but still worthy
addition to his eredits

What's Eating Gilbert Grape
‘Director Lasse Halstrom has
blanded our and Leanardo DiCa-
prio has been momentarily ham-
strung by toe much commercial
success, (He'll recover:) But
Johnny Depp fulfilled every
promise he shovws heee. In this
tale of a small-town nobody with
g mengaliy challenged brother,
two gitlfeiends (one of whiom is
il ), and a wery big mother,
E-;p iz soulful and remarkably

‘strained: Best of all, Depp las =Y
drear taste in projects (the hard- Depp (right) and DiCaprio.
et part afstaying oo top and the
Iéﬁsbill!"pr:ci:tnl}. Among his many quirky but rewarding movies
since this pem are Ed Wood, Dead AMar,-Pran Juar De Marco, Daon-
nie Brescn, Before Night Fells. Sleepy Hollow, and Blow.

Willow ($26.98; Fox)

Looking forward to'Lord of the Rings? 50 am I bui this unesn-
chanring stab at fantasy proves how hard it is to capture that
genre on film. In fact, Willow is a painful reminder that except for
The Princess Bride and the Conan movies, you'd have to go back
tos the stop-motion flicks of Ray Harryhausen ( Jason and the Argo-
nauts, ete.). to find a live-actbon fantasy film worth watching
twice. £ Jim Henson's Labyrintf and The Dark Crystal are a differ-
ot breed closer (o animated movies.) Val Eilmer is a fine scoun-
drel buit director Ron Howard's sincere effort falls far; far short.

Lady For a Day and Regeneration
($24.99 each; Image)

Diirector Frank Capraput his name on themap with this
charmer ahout an apple seller who's been telling her daughter
shie's a high society dame. When the kid comes to town with her
fianet the entire city seems (o conspire to make the old lady's
fantasy story gome truewil only for one day. Caprawould enjoy
| -ﬂn greater triumph Tt Haggened One Night the fallowing
v f it this comedy already showed His tremendous talent for
(lsless casting and grand entertalnment. On the flipside is direc-
t il W alsh's early pangster fick with the compelling Rock-
cl .:';..- lowes &5 an lrilex thu In this one, the entiré city seems
o conspire to grind down his spirit. — Michaet Gilez




