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“Babylon 5 Season One”

Tom Hanks' impressive, impassive WWI miniseries,
“Rand of Hrothers” ($119.09, plays even better on DV
When the serbes was stretched out over weeks, il was
easy to bose focus because of the diffuse seorytelling.
Ii's mware stirring scen all at once.

=gtar Trek: The Mext Generation Season F° ($139:09)
was 2 step down in quality far the series, bat I was too
early to tell at the time. Mot 5o for “The X Files"
(514998}, which was loaking strafned after six years of
paranoin. David Duechoviy was rightly looking faz the
Ao, All of these sets, however, are way overpriced.

Mat 50 “Babylon 5.7 ot $99.96 for the first season of
this suhtly ambitious serics that was really one long
im?« in disgulse. Settle in: The payoff docsn't come
for five years.

“Once and Again Season One”
“Sports Night”
“Felicity Season One"

Here are three mich more reasonably priced collec-
toms at £79.99 each. They're by no means cheap, bt at
Jeast you won't feel guilty picking them ug.

“Felicity™ was a glordfled soap. Tmr the ﬁi-'n'l season had
ihe Inkfial crack af the whole Noel/Ten triangle, so It
seemms the freshest. Watching both seasons of “Sports
Might," you realize creator Aaron Sorkin was lntelligent
anal prone to speschifying from the get-go. How: tire-
some you fnd that depends on how passienate you are
abot the designated hitter as compared with, say, our
foreign policy toward North Korea, “Onee and Again”
s the ’::?L"ﬂ 2 preat show with a fruly great cast that
started off terrific and got berter, Enjoy.

“Wild Style”
“Seratch”

Back when rappers taunted each other with put-
downs Instead of ordering wp hits, "Wild Sryle” (31095,
Rhino) took & 5nlpﬂ.lvl1‘[n:¥thr.- South Bironx scene, using
a flimsy story as an excuse o showcse Grand Master
Flash, the Rock Steady Crew and a host of others in ac-
tion. The engaging documentary “Scratch” (526.99,
Palm Pictures) does the same for decpays from the 705
v the present, with some nifty extras. Happily, the
focus i on the msic, wot the thug life.

“Hairspray”

Rroadway’s newest hit was already a stealth musical
when John Warers pulled off his mast daring, fest by
gedng mainstreanm But you can’l go wiong with Divine
.1uu|.iﬁohoh [rylan and Ricki Lake in a charming deat,
And ot top billing! Sonny Bonol (Only i a lohn
Waters filin would that have been possible.} A detight
at $19.9% from Mew Line

“Down by Law™
i"The Life and Death of Colone! Blimp"

For 8 moment, it seemed director Jim Jarmusch might

Em mainstream. He certalnly showed Jonathan Demime-
ke Instincts in molding the off-kileer comedy ~Down
By Law™ (3390.95, Criterion), starring jailbirds Tom
Waits, Bad Lurle and the then-unannoying Roberto Be-
riignk Also just out from Criterion Is a canstic Tk ot
the militasy, courtesy of the legendary Powell-
Presshiurger team, I'd take this comic epic any day i
stead of their overrated "Red Shoes”

It's even more astonihing when you realize "Blimp™
{alen $30.95) came out in 1¥43, smack dab in the middle
of WWIL Mastin Scorsese wanes elogquent, with Powell
Of 4 COMmmERnEaTy rack,

“Doctor Whe: The Key to Time
Boxed Sei"

‘Tam Baker was the greatest Doctog in the long-run-
ning BAC serics about a time-traveling adventurer. And
“The Key 1o Time™ ($124.98) was his greatest moment.
It was one long tale stretched out over an entire
J6-cpigode season, That gave this rinky-dink charmer
of a shenw a rare epic feel. (Was it, perhaps, inspiration
for “Habylon 58} For fans, this i3 heaven. For unini-
tiarecl, it's the best place vo stan.




