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Daniel Silva’s ‘Assassin’ targets
Switzerland’s secret war history

By MICHAEL GILTZ

aniel Silva is
exhausted,
He's just spent
hours doing
satellite radio tours
trying to be in-

teresting while
talking to disc jock-
cys who haven't

even read his book,
(*Who are wyou”
drawled one South-
ern deejay before
their interview.)

That's the price you pay when
graduating from being a writer
of thrillers that sneak onto the
best-seller lists for a week or
two to a brand-name author —
one of those people like Tom
Clancy who can launch book
after book onto the charts.

Silva's fifth novel and break-
through thriller is "The English
Assassin” It features the return
of art restorer/Isracli assassin
Gabriel Allon, who grapples
with his Palestinian nemesis,
Tarig; a moody classical musi-
cian, Anna Rolfe; and the dirty
secrets of Switzerland,

Ope distinctive feature of the
40-year-uld Silva's wriling is the
journalistic passion that ani-
mates his stories. Newt Gin-
rrich, for one, thought Siva's
ast book, “The Kill Artist,” cap-
mred the tumult of the Middle
East and the perspective of both
Israelis and Palestinians better
than most news stories.

“This novel is complex, com-
pelling and kept me enthralled,”
Gingrnich wrote in an online re-
view.

That passion  comes  alive
when Silva talks about the price-
less artworks stripped from the
lews during Wurlgq;'.ur 1L

“As awful as the Holocaust
was, as unthinkable as it was,
[the idea that] people then
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scooped up the be-
longings of these peo-

Ek}h ple and traded in them

or mayhe hung them
on their walls and
looked at them, 1 just

. | don't understand
that,” said the author.

Switzerland is
“*clearly the willain of
the novel,” says Silva,
who researched the
book in that country
and thanks in the ac-
knowledgments Swiss
officials who helped
him understand the machina-
tions of the government.

“There are people in Switzer-
land who want to clean up this
secret banking  business and
bring all the mistakes of the past
into the light of day, and there
are people who want to keep it

secret,” he said,
Silva knows about covering
turmoil and wuncovering the

truth. He left graduate school to
work for United Press Interna-
tional, ending up as a correspon-
dent in the Middle East. where
he met his wife, NBC reporter
Jamie Gangel. Silva returned to
the U5, and worked for CNN as
a producer until leaving in "97 to
pursue writing full time. The
couple now live in Georgetown
with their 7-year-old twins.

While his stories have an un-
derpinning of (act, they're frs
and foremost entertainment.
The English assassin of the
book's title is a colorful creation
who lives in Spain and goes to a
gypsy to have his sins purged
after every job; and Allon him-
selfl works for o drunken, hapless
art dealer named Julian who falls
in love with the paintings he
buys and ends up in debt.

But then you get to the secret
Swiss cabal, the Council of Rutli,

a mysterious group plotting Al-
lon's elimination, that secems to
be the power behind the govern-
ment. That's when Silva's gift
for the made-up story line that
reveals o greater truth comes to
the fore again.

“The Council of Rutli is a fic-
tional group, obviously, but | be-
lieve there is cooperation be-
tween the banking industry and
the government to keep things
secrer,” said Silva. “I don't think
it's terribly far-fetched. 1 don't
accuse the Swiss povernment of
engaging in murder or anything.
But there have been cases where
they've engaged in intimidation

Switzedand Is

the villain of the m
says Daniel Silva of “The
English Assassin."

of people who have dared to
criticize the system.”

Is he concerned about retum-
ing to Switzerland and finding
himsell singled out for strip
searches at the airport?

“They have a lot more to
worry about than the rantings of
some novelist,” langhed Silva.

Besides, the next stop for the
author is [taly in June, where
he’ll be researching the next Ga-
briel Allon adventure, Silva re-
luctantly admits it will deal with
another institution currently
rocked by the past: the Vatican.

“Gabriel is gonna tangle with
them,” said Silva. "They need it.”



