By MICHAEL GILTZ

T happens to the Igpeat stars

and the smallest sidekicks:

every show comes to an end

and every character has a final

line. Somectimes everyone calls
it a day after a long and healthy
iy sometinses the ax falls before
an episede ever makes i oon the
air. But whether the stories are
painful or just painfully funny, get-
thieg that pink slip i something
vou never forgel

ERIC McCORMACK

What seriea?

“lenay” starring Tenny
MoCarthy, which would debut on
MNHC 1n Sepdemnber of 97 (arithoat
McCormack),

How did it happen?

~1 was the male lead. the roman-
tir lead” AYS MeCormack, about
s Mrst big break.

“We didd tlie pilot and ten | was
in Toronte dokig a TV movie
when ot the call, Tt was about a
inonth before 1 got married and [
Wik parving for the reception”

So how did he make do for
that very special — and very
r.':l.'r:'nrqilw— day¥

“With canned poods, rvstly,

“O course, as it turns out, thank
God they fired me [Then-NBC

The day | got

How big stars got the pink slip

network the next year that hnd

Diidn't we do you a favor?
“Thank you, sir, for firing me.”

Where is he

i

"Will & Grace”™ on Thursdays at
Ton MBC,

program chief | Warren Lindefield  JAMES GARNER

appeared for a wping
of “Will & Grace
sl e saad, “Well?

[Eric McCormack:
Got the bad news
a monih before
het got married.

_-qql'l' that's not "Maverick.’

What serjes?
"Michobs™ on NBC, widch
lage aired in August of

How did it hap-
peni

“It was a wonsderiul
show and It would
have gotten hetter
and better. It was
cancelled by General
Motors. When they
saw the pibot, one of the
bigrwrip's wives said, Wil

i S0 it was cancelled the

first time they saw it But ihey had
@ contract for 24 episodes so we
did them.

“lt was getting great ralings.
They didn’t have a show on the

those kinds of :':||;'i|'|55. Bur they

cancelled it
“We're
executives §

SCIISC,
Where is he now?

“First Mondays™ on Fridays a1 9

an CRS.

SANE BAGINARER

What series?

“Hometown™ on  CBS,
whilch lasi aifed bin October
uf RS

How did It happent?

“We knew it was getting
bad,” says Kaczmarek. “The
order had come iz don't
buy any more wardrobe
And [tood] service pot

Jamted Game A
blgiis's witle Eald,
T il Maverich”

ling with network
Yo mvighi o well
po o an insane asylum and deal
with those people. You get more

worse and worse,

“You knew your days were
numbered.  Morale was Euing
down. And the prodhecers invited
us into their offices for lunch —.
sandwich making.

“We're making sandwiches and
I'm putting on tone and tons of
mayonnaise, which is what I love
myore than ampthing in the world
The wardrobe pe:'-plr said, e
carefull We dont have a double
for that shirt. Just be careful dur-
ing lunch.

“I said, "Yeah, yrah, yeah.!' So 1
lake a big bite of the sandwich and
mAyonnaise falls all owver this
blouse — just ruins i

“I'm thinking, "Oh my Gud.
Then the phaone ri.r:‘t_:s and it's CBS
saying, yes, they've publed the
plug. And my first reaction was,
Thank God ihey cancelled the

See QANNED! on Page 103
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sunday

The day I got (CANNED
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shonw, Now (hey won't yell
a me about fuwning this
bilauge"
Where is she now?
“Maleolm in the Middbe"
on Sundays at §230 on Fox

Balcotm-Jamal
Wamer: Took
he bad news
realty hard,

Hﬂm

What series?

“Here and Mow™ on HBC,
widch Last aired in Jaguary
of 03,

How dld it hay 2

It was a really difficall
experience for me because
froome the opset it did not
have the support of the net-
wurk.” 2 Wamer,

= specifically remember
corming i o work and we
were (old that we were cin-
celled. We had o bring the
cast and crew together and
ler them know they could

pack their things and go

hiovme.
-1 made 1lne
nmumcement. 1 hat

hart because we had
been struggling the
wlwle time with the
ratings  and  just
getring the show
ofl the ground
ard petling e
Jriaper (B

That was 2

y hard experi-

| alsi
ok it wery
|'1.'|:\4'-ﬂ-|1 _TE
not oF 3 per-
somal anack
un me bt
Hye £act that
this was Mz
Cuodly's
[ropect ],
“Here's a
man who basi=
cally silagle-
Tandedly saved
MNBC apd 1 juse
could not undoer-
srand how after
cight wears and
all of the wooder-
ful things this
man did lor this
netwiik, o
they tesated chat
show, That real-
by burned me.
“1 ok that
really haid.
| |n':{:J|.1
hawe taken
it harder
than Mr. C

Slmmm Smilh: Cancelbad jus!.rn fim Tor [:himu:.

1ok 0"
Where | he now?
“Jereiniali” on Fridoys o
11 un Shevwiime.

SHAWNEE SMITH

What series?

*The Tom Show™ starring
Tom Arnsld on the WH,
which lust aired on March
of T8

How did it happen?

=i was in Barneys MHew
York buying a bathing subt
1o g0 to Howadi for o vaca-

tinn wn the firg day of
Clristmas  hintus,”  says
Smith

=Toun | Arnolld] calls me
on my cell phone and says,
‘Linny they're not golng o
bave [your chamcter] back-
aiter  Cheistmas” They'd
alveady cancelled the shaw
aal just wanted e save the
salary, basically, because it
was a sinking ship.

*They owed TI_||T.| Arnald-
sn much money it was easi-
er 1 do the Jngt foor shows
instead of just cancelling it
And | was the easiest char-
actes o knock out.

T weas like, 'Okay, T guess 1
tetrer put my bathing suit
down and cancel the twhp.
Merry Christmast™

=TV is hardecore. When
you hit the jackpot, yo hit
it way above what any nor-
mal persen should get. Bul
you usually have so many
sirikewurs.”

“Cretring fired from “The
Tosm Show” is pretey hard-
cone”

Where is she nowt

“Becker™ on Mondays al
9:30h o0 CH5.

GAINES
What series?
David Letterman’s mum-
Ing talk show on NBC
Tow dlid it hoppen?
“The show was bosing

affillates,” reimembers
Gaines.
“Une  day they sail,

Wou're cancellnd” and we
atill bad a month of sows
tor den T think Dave — this
was 20 vears ago — I think
he came arcund and sid,
‘Hey everybody, it's over!
We knew we were in frou- |
ble.

“Obviously  they k.cpﬂ
Dave o Conirach, 0 wg
thought there might be
soanething else, But | dida’t
know | was going w0 he
back. As far as | knew then,
I was owt of work. And |
remember  we  all  got
together and took a staff
phetre Eit'i'ng the (inger.”

Did they send it to the
nekwork pinheads?

“Mo. we gave it Lo our-
sbyvee"

Where is she now?

Gnines is executive pro-
ducer vn “Late Show with
David Lemerman®  week-
nights ac 1130 on CB5 (for
wow, at least),
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