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My first time

These TV stars tell us about that moment they can never
forget. No, not that — their first acting job.

SETH GREEN, “Butty, the Vampire Stayer”

I think my first time on stage was at
sumumer camp My mom worked there and
I was a staff brat. They were putting on a
production of “You're o Good Man, Char-
lie Brown™ and I beggedd and begged and
hegged them 1o let me have a pare in it
And they woulda't. Paat thers when they
put on “Hello Dolly,” they gave me a line.
literally rum on the stage and say, "Dolly's
here!™ excivedly to the audience. And then
we started singing “Hello, Dolly"

CAMRYN MANHEIM, “The Practice”

I pulled a lietde trickery on the Clim
Eastwood mawvie “Sudden Impact.” There
was & casting call in Santa Cruz where |
lived. | was an extra and we're there on the
get and somebody said, “All the extras go
over there”™ And 1 was the only one who
didn't go: 1 just hung around. As fate
woald havee i1, they sadd, “Oh and you go in
the elevaton” 5o 1 said, "Okay,” and I went
imto the elevator. It was me, Clint East-
wood, and two other gpuys in the scene and
that was it, While [ didn't have any lines, |
was absolutely featured, Thar famous line
happened in the elevatar, “You're aothing
bust dog 5***, You know what happens o
5=, It gets stepped on” So then of course,
they focus on me looking like, S0k my
pod, theres golng to be tronble in this ele-

wator!™ That was my first on-camern expe-
rience: with Clint Eastwood.

MICHAEL CHIKLIS, “The Shisld™

My firsi lead role
in a play was play-
ing Hawkeye in
“MEARSHIT" in high
schoal, It was in %ih
grade. We did the
{ilm as a stage play
and, as I recall. they
hacked away  a
bunch of I!‘u.‘ Larpe
guage in that. I went
o Andover High School in Andover,
Mlass. | remember my acting teacher being
pretty fricking ]|iie-. They were alright, It
was one of the galvanizing moments in my
life as for knowing what I wanted to do.

CHAIG T. NELSON, “The District”

Actually, my first job was dressing up as
a Manter's Peanut. Robin Hood was my
first role, but the Planter's Peanut was a
summer job that laenched me into come-
dy. UniEntentionally.
FRANKIE MUNIZ, “Malcolm in the Middla"

Iy Tim in “A Christrns Caral™ was
my [irst re wver IE was in Morih Car ¥
and we perfo d It in front of 3,000 peo-

ple every night for all of November and
December. It was a pretty big deal for my
first thing, although bt was in North Car-
obina, But an agent saw me doing that and
asked my mom if 1 wanted o start doing
auditions for commercials and movies. 5a
I really starved off in Momh Carolina,

ZACH BRAFF, “Scrubs”

It was a produc-
tion of “The
Emperor's  HNew
Clothes™ in 2nd
grade, | plaved
one of the first
people En  the
Eimgdom to real-
ize the emperor
Wils indeed
naked. 1 remem- 2
ber being shocked! My first direction was
from my Znd-grade teacher who told me |
shiould bring it down a lirtle. 1 was already
a ham in 2nd grade, From then on, [ never
overacted,

EDWARD HERRMANN, “The Gilmora Girls"

The very first time was kindergamen,
I'mm wold, in which 1 was the angelic volce
singing “Away in a Manger™ behind the
piano that Miss Lois Jean was playing. 1
was 8 hambone from the beginning.

BONNIE HUNT, “Life with Bonnie™

s going to sound really corny. Bue in
the old neighborhood [in Chicago] we
woild put on plays all the Ume in o gasage.
We would do “Oliver!” — a really pathetic
15-minute version. [ remember there was a
man named Uncle Charlie who had been
In Warld Wiar 11. He would sit on his front
porch in a lawn chatr. Whenever we did a
play he would dress up in a sult. There
would saly be three or four people an
folding chairs in the back yard but he
would dress up in a suit and give us 50
cents o see the show: [ remember that as
being the most incredible Hme of my sum-
meT.

TONY SHALHOUB, “Monk™

1 was six years gld and in a play being
done ar my sister’s high school: “The King
and L™ The only thing [ really remember is
during a dress rebearsal there were about
50 or 60 people in the audience. There
was some kind of musical nnmber at the
end of the flrst act. The children were
maving in a circle and 1 was furthest
downstage. The curtains closed and [ was
the -:|1|.i]' oné left on the oatside of the cur-
tain, The sudience cracked up and it was
humilisting, [ was devastated, of course
And ir's just besn one humilintion after
another sance then,
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