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Joan of Arcadia
God talks to a teen

By MICHAEL GILTZ

with her parenta. But l6-year-old Joan
Glrardl (Amber Tamblyn) suddenly
finds hersell trying to argue with God.

“lIs God snippyr asks the bewlldered
Jean, who, in the promising new CBS
drama “Joan of Arcadia™ (Fridays at B
pan), is continually bumplng Into the Al-
mighty. God appears In many gulses — as
a cute boy on the bus, the cafeteria lady
at school or a litle girl playing in a park.

Omne of the best reviewed new series of
the fall season, "Joan of Arcadia® is not —
God, forbid — “Touched By An .'l.nf-rl'
for the younger set. It shows Joan battling
her geeky younger brother. Luke (Mi-
chacl Welch), comforting anm  older
brother, Kevin (Jason Ritter), who's been
recently paralyesd, and ndjusting o life
in Arcadia, the town her family has
moved to so her dad {Joe Mantegnal
could take a job as chief of police.

That's enough for any teenager to deal
with, bur then God starts appearing o
loan and Eﬂj\-‘Lng her very sprclfic tasks 1o
accomplish, like getting & job at the local
bookstore or taking honors chemistry
COMIFSES, ]nfvit:h'l}'. thiese assignments
ﬁlcl‘p Toan mature. She makes new friends,
inspires her I\.BE:-H.‘CII."!I brother to find a
job, and petsa whobe new outlook on life

“Ome of the really amazing qualities of
the show is its underlying philosophy,”
says Tamblyn, the 20-year-old daughter
of Russ Tamblyn, who played RIT in
“West Side Story™ and Dr. Lawrence Ja-
coby on “Twin Peaks.™ “[Creator] Barbara
Hall takes the silliest idea and by the end
of the episode it's been wrned into a life
metaphor. For instance, in the show we're
doing now Joan becomes & cheerleader. It
sounds not that important, but she learns
about ned judging people too quickly and
£t all ties back to her family.”

The series manages to take God seri-
ously without embracing any one reli-
gion, Hall, who created the Emmy-win-
ning CRS series "Judging Amy™ and was a
consulting producer on CBS's “Morthern
Exposure™ as well as co-executive pro-
ducer om NBC™S “T1] Fly Away,™ does this
by grounding every episode as rmuch as
possible in science and philosophy, Wan-
der onto the set of “Joan of Arcadia,® says
Hall, and you'Te Iikzly to hear rmpl.vc dis-
cussing string theory and the concept of
ll!:!{ilLﬂll. 2in more often than talking about
plot lines.

“Every story meeting is lke that” says
Hall, 42, 1 divorced mother who con-
verted o Catholiciem from Methodism
and whoss p'nih'-unph}' % alio influenced
E\_.‘ Buddhizsm and Sufi-ism. "We s;::m:l
1‘i'||'|! m!:l'll.'l!\!! on cham:ler arcs .'I:I'I.J. acl-
three breaks and the rest of the time it's a
debate  about  what God  would and
wouldn't do.” she says. “Like | know. I
can only address that in the context of
the show,

=1 Iuﬁ-'t a ]-:1]: of l.;l'.|t5 about wlha! ﬁrﬁ
can tel ople and say tw e.” Hal
mdds. "ﬁi:cfn': let Gof! EHF:HGZ’F[;. for ex-
ample. It's a huge temptation to make him
a scold or a nag. He has to be basically
rooting for us.”

Another prominent feature of the series
i itd music. Joan Osbourne’s 1905 hin
“One af Us® provides “Arcadia™ with lts
theme, but the soundivack also includes
the work of contemporary pop artists

I'T'S one thing for 4 teenager to argue

Joan mmyes 10 & pew
taven and the spini
mmeoves s, From lett:
Bifter, Welch, Mary
Steenburgen,
Mantegha and
Tamhbiyn.

such as Three Doors Down, Aveil Lavigne
as well as more thoughtful fare by the
lage Warren Fevon,

It's no surprise to find out Hall has her
own band (she plays the guitar) and thas
Tamblyn has just recorded a song called
*God and Me" with her dad's old friends
— Billy Talbot of the band Crazy Horse
amd Meil Young.

Working on “Joan of Arcadia” has in-
spired Tamblyn to write more (she's a
published poet). The spiritual eaviron-
ment on the set also made it easier for the
cast and crew to deal with the sudden
death of Tason Rirter’s father, John Ritter

of ABC's “B Simple Rules.”

*lason had just fintthed up his work [on

the show] so it was geod for him because |

he had that week off,” says Hall “In a
way, it's been hard for us because we
haven't been able 1o see him,

“1 had just written a script where Joan
confronts God aboat the issue of death,”
she adds. “It just reminds you that you
can't be flippant because you're talking to
people all the time who have to deal with
serious pain. We all do.”
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