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The star of ‘Full House’ has an ABC show tailore

to change his image from boy to (wimpy) man

OHN Stamos is working on the fourth
eplende of his new ABC TV series,
Eves [t's a FriJJ}'-ni ht ro-
manti comedy about two glamorous
criminals, Johnny and Rita, who are dra-
goonad inte working for the government.
They pull eff dramatic heists while trad-
ing banter in the *Moanlighting™ tradi-
Qo
Sramns aoks IiJu:l}' Bk pull aff a eareer
makeover by trading in his lightweight
persama as one of the stooges on the sit-
com staple *Full House™ for the image of
leading man: sexy, intelligent, and sophis-

B: MICHAEL GILTZ

tcated. l:||:|'||1||.1_r knows his way around
vintage champagne, b

Stamos jump-started the series with his
own idea lo update The Themas Crown
Affair, Then he found the talent he could
work with and sold the pilsd ta ABC when
uther people wouldn't give him a chance.
So il M-year-old actor should be flying
high. But how does he feel?

“Tired,” says Stamos. " We're on episode
fouir eosday, and I feel like I've done 40, I'm
in a haze. I'm like Mariah Carey: I'm de-
pressed, I'em exhavsted, and | need to
check mysell in somewhere.

“It's crazy,” he says, talking about how
misch more work there is on an hm|r-|n:r|.;;
show—especially one with the extensive
location work of "Thieves.™

“1 knew it was poing 1o be tough, but ics
just bewn insame,” e says, “'m waiting for
18 o sedtle into @ groowe, and it hasn't yet.
T'm waiting for the newspapers: *John Sta-
mod finally goes back to work and checks
himseld intes the hospital after three doys?
Bue I'll gt l!ln.lugh i Disee the show
staris aring. l°ll mean more.

tamos has good reason to hope

“Thicves” will Nourizh, The pﬂu! 1% a

charmer, with Stamos showing flair as
a romantic lead and sparking immediately
with co-star Melissa George.

They're loners who relsctantly paic up
for a job, only to find it's a u[u&b&;hc
government. To avodid jail time, they have
to perform elaborate crimes — with the
government insisting they work together,
since Rita’s impulsive demeanor comple-
ments Johony's tendency o look twice
before he even thinks about leaping,

“Slee's the st one thae didn't put up
with all my crap.” says Stomos about ac-
tress Melissa George. “It's funny, because
1 was watching the audition tapes, and 1
could see my body J:Lugu.]ige change. I sat
up and said, "0Oh, this gll's golng wo put
me in my place.’ =

That's exactly what her character does
an the show, since Stamos s the sort of
criminal who would rather flee than _!}Eht.

“Wa aarted out with To Catch a Thief
and The Thomas Crown Affair in mind.
Bise as the nfript Cuane ;\lnnp;, it urned out
to b ghsout a guy who wanied (o be those
Euys I_1uI! wasn't qui!c smooth cnnugh,
which is perfect for me,” he sa

Indeed, Johany wants nothing o do
with guns, and even Minches when Rita
starts blasting away. If there’s a need for
hand-to-hand combat, Johany will hay
pily step asldc.u?lvling him the same wul-
nerable charm of Jim Rockford, a I-'zidni-
night staple from the "T0s in “The Rock-
ford Files.”

=Mt haerts when you hit,” lavghs Stamos.
“I likes' to robi plices when pedple “aré

asleep. If they wake up, I run. [ don't like
t mysell into much trouble.™
wiagh a strong female following is a
given — thanks to his track record on
™ in the early "80s and
those boyish looks — he's been
thrilled with the research showing guys
will enjoy the show, toea,

n ht}- like a [wimp]." ]n|;= Stamos. =Tt
makes guys around the co feel
better abour themselves. It's fun to

ﬂ:y that {hh:np]z say, ksn't it weird

ving a girl kick aes? What do [ care? My
wife kicks everyone's ass, toa,”

There's a chance that “Thieves™ might
kick a lietle ass, as well. Frid.:}' nighl 0%
traditionnlly been a haven for cscapist
fare —"from “Wild, Wild West™ and

“The Rockford Files” to “Spensen For
Hire” and “Miami Vice.,” Even "Nash

Bridges™ ran for four years on CBS. And
“Thieves™ is practically the only hour-
show on any metwork that offers a

lirtle light entert r1.18

It is an answer to people who thought he
would never escape the bands ud'thz“l,ong-
running but Bland sitcom, “Full House ™

“When they talked to me about ‘Full
House,' it was a show from the guys who
did ‘Bosom Boddies.” Then it torned ot
o be what it turned out o be All of 3
sudden I was in for a ride for eight years
that [ eouldn’t get off of ™

As he quickly points out, the benefits —
especially financial — were many.

“1 also never discount what it did for
iy ftiends and my fmily. Evervbody had

a good run on that show,” he say
made a 1ot of maney and it allowed
take care of my friends and take o
my family and travel around the -
and not have to work that much th
couple of years."

en Stamos couldnt get the =
roles he was interested in, he laft
Following Matthew Broderick ic
Broadway musical “How to Succe
Business Without Really Trying™ sl
have been a murning point.

“The reviews were great, and e
body kind of talked about it say
mos, “But it didn't really launch
think it started ﬁopln looking at m

idn't

lerently, bt it explode. [ stl]
to keep doing my own thing. So T st
producing television shows for myse

t led to a number of TV movic
.:I.uding hiz pr\-:ndul:ing chores on
Beach Boys: An American Fan

vy “Thigvos."

which told the tumuliuous Life s
the band Stamos has been friends
sinee the mid-"80s. (He played drum
some of their recent albums, direct
music video of theirs and played bo
in the video for their last Top 10 &n
“Kokoma.”)

ow, Stamos hup-e: ke fouend o

home back on Friday night w

“Full House® began. He'll happily
ensconced there for the next five yen
even if his personal lodgings are moe
Im the alr. )

“We're nm'n'h'tx. .al:tu:.":,.'." says Sta
about him and bis wife Rebecca Ror
Stamos. *We live in a nice place, but
becca said, ‘T want my own house.” 54
were building this place when she i
a ranch close to us with an old bont
on it. S0, we're moving there now ¢
old whorehouse.”

A bordella? With a series of tiny
rooms? "Yeah, exactly, We had to b
down some of the walls to make ji
bipgger rooms,” he says “We'll have
whores at our house now, instead ol
skx thar frused 1o be ahle 1o hald:™ -



