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Playmg with fire

Wambaugh's true-crlme
book tackles an arson
hero with a killer secret

By MICHAEL EATZ

meph Wambaugh
knew that & muorder-
oud refighter would
be & rmky subl::t: for
his new Erue-crime bock

Bt for this detective-
nerned-guthor, the lale
wirs B iy 1o reskst.

In “Fire Lover: A True
Story,” Wambaugh writes
a pripping profile of John
Leomard Ohrr. & top LA
s InvestpuEor  wha
tarned out bo be the most
prolific Americas arvanis
off the 3 cenpury.

In ihe post-Sepk. 11 fire-
mds-rerilipping  alfii-

here, newspapers  thal

ad revicwe is cdber
books obd  kim  dhey
woulds't bouch this one

I|.l|...r~.rﬂd|i'n:; o '.’..ll.m

il the papers that
LFJFT:‘J him ;Fr_.«. an

Ecnw fact; [lis bouk
high! q;, it firedighaters who
p'mr_ : b b h!l’w;.

*If {2 mewspaper) pesses
o this” ¥ EI—J F the
S3-year-old Wasnbaugh,
“they didn't read the book,
I you resd the bock, you
lowe those Aremen.”

In eartler works, Wam-
'I:uuTh revoluticoized ik
public’s image of podice-
meen. Hin beedtiellare. “The
Cmbon  Field® and ~The
Choir Boys™ deglamarteed
cops, showing these once
immeproachable saims 1o be
fiswed, ordinary people.

Thess pant warks beoke
through this Blue line,
but b paidd @ poice far his
revelstions: Aﬁ bast ome of

Wambiiugh's nanfic-
tion works resalted i
Torwsisiia, Aled bl.' LT
ous people he de-
scribedd fin his books
His lrgal Bills
mounied, and be qmit
pubdishisg.

But when & far sent
him a video detalizg
Crrr's fesslmasiag case,
Wambae oouldn’t
resist  investigating.
Mow, he's steeling
himnaehl oo ger susd.

*Yes, I'm prepared,”
laughed  Wambaagh.
=1 know Ir's |nevitable
In owr lawyer-driven
society. The only nafi-
fethan  I've  wrinen
that didn get me
siped wan Tiee Blocsds
Ing* = 1t ook place In
Expland

description of
D'y trial B propelled
by Wambaugh's scath-
g attitede toward
the courm  When

:un:qm'lug taday's fu-
dicial system wilh 1the
ope he wrote about 50
years ago, the suthar
fodk a disn view.

*1i's Jdellnicely gos-
ten worse, The I:uﬁ
sysiemn has  outhi
its miefulaéss — i
oo complicated far
mast  jurors e,
They're dealing with
scientific ovidonca
they can't undersiasd,
ol you end up whil ver
diern ke che 0. Simpson
case”

Wambaugh thinks '

Dire Imvestigation,
Wamhsugh refers o
the leck of comeusi
cutbon  between secu-
rity agencies such as
the FEL and ihe
CLA, or wha bhe
called “the Balkanira-
tion of law enforce-
mcal”

Irs a towechy sabject.
piven the currenl im-
vestigation  [g1o ke
LIS, respomse (o pre-
Sept. 1l warnings abuoat
peETTOTigm.

“There arc 22 leas
5000 brw.  enforce-
ment  agencies im
America,” sak] Wasn-

“We're o
afratd of a natiosal po=
Bee fozee. When you
lk o foseigners
whaul thal. 1bey canissal
believe il" Despite i
eoptrarizn mbject mat-
ter, Wambaagh thinks
his book comld ahed
some light on the way
different apencies
withhold informarion
from each other.

“More than in any
other book, ve re-
vealed how  jpealous
they are and how au-
manomeus they ane and
how &v psards
his up?mrf Every
litle piece of informa-
toa is wqubrreled
swiy; mobody wants io

rate  wilh asy-
y elie,” he condln-

s Wanbusgh |
ug & 3
521 enwphatic abowt kis

11.‘“

time for an owverhaal.

“We need a system of
professional forors. They
thani't hawe to be judges, or

.l.'l'n.. E-Illduﬂ spprecistian I!M}ud.l'M
L‘D‘\' By, pood ncluding
oSt uﬂlg:'ﬁ:trmhlcﬂ

in his pew hook.

have law degsees. But they
do have to be informed
clelrees™ he sabd,

In his coverage al ks

Unlike Orr, a neal-life
bad gy, he said aof the
feredighters, “thess are fan-
tastic humas beiags.”
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