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CTOR Michael Chiklis wanted to pro-

vide a comfortable 1ife for his family.

“That pushed him into accepring work,
any work = maostly bad roles In bad proj-
ects that convinced Hollywood the once-
pudgy star of ABC's *The Commish™ was
a minor talent.

Appropriately, it was the support from
his family thar convinced {'.hirt is 1o walk
away from the easy money destroying his
Career,

“l didnt even hove scoess to the B
scTipts, you know admits Chiklis, newly
rebarm as the corrupt, bend-the-rules-to-
clean-the-streets Detective Mackey on
FX's hit drama “The Shield” (Tuesdays
ar 10.)

That's a bold admission for an actor
who speat five years on “The Commish®
and on the NRC sitcom “Daddio.”

Chiklis even helped the one-man show

“Defending the Caveman™ set a Broad-

way record by starring kn it for months.

But his career is littered witls forged-

table fMicks and TV series — not (o
mention "breakthroughs® that held
him back in the eyes of Hollywond.

Chiklis scored a coup by starring

as John Belushi in movie version of
Bobk Weodward's controversial -
ography “Wired.” Establishment
Hollywood hated the book — and
the subsequent movie believ-
ing it focused too harshly on Be-
lushi’s drug habit and ignored his
takents,

After the Mhm eame oud, Chiklis
found himsell shunned by casting
agents and couldn't even get in

the dor for suditions for more

than a year. (It didn't help the
migie tiself flopped.)

Then, though he was far (oo
o and I'IJlI:Ig.' turned down
L}' one network, Chiklis gained
welght to play the much older
role of the commish. Problem?

hr-:g.'unr thought of him as a
pudgy, older character actor
instead of a leading man.

“Ii's been a very, very diffi-
cult road.” Chiklis says, “One
of the reasons [ went back to
i'l-rcn.'ll_h\'::r' was because [ wos
very frustrated right after

“The Commisth' about the
level af things that were
being tent 1o me and the
things [ had access to.

= Daddio” I honesily
liked and 1 peimacily did it
for my daughters. [

I Chiklis
I'rn been re-

This week’s
new DVDs
are on P.1ﬂlﬁ

Michael Chiklis doesn’t do goofy roles
anymore — his wife won't let him

thoughe it wae a solid family show and it
would be great for my Hile girls.

“The Thres Slooges la TV mwwvie in
which he played Curly] was more of an
acting gig. Hut again, I'm playing the ul,
... the fat buffoon™

He and his wife finally had a heart-to-
heart about what Chiklis was golng to do.
Even when he got work, [t wasn't making

him happy and certainly wasn't helping

Childis did “Daddio” for his girls. |

his career.

“[ really have to credit my wife again,”
Chiklis says, “becaise it's not just aboui
her saying: "Get in the gym and get in
sluipe,’

“She basically said, “You're not taking
another gig until you get the right glg.’

“I sald: "Michelle, that could become
very uncomfioriable in your situation” —
because I'd made a good living my whaole
career. "T'o her credit, she said; *[ don't
care about that, We'll get by. We'll do
whatever we need to do as lomgs as we're
I:l.l|_.:|.'1h|.':'. You necd to do this for your
own soul and YOALL CAreeT.”

“That's an amazing woman, o do that>

As fate would have i, he didn’t have
long to wakt before winning the lead in
=1he Shield.® a show that 20t a record for
the highest debuting series in hasic cable
history — putting FX on the map for
viewers and Chiklis on the map as a lead-
ing man with unexpected de .1T!.

S0 what would happen if his bad-guy
character Detective Vie crossed ?arh*:
with the easygoing Commish?

“The Commish would make it his life's
ambition to get Vie,” laughs Chiklis,
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