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New mystery master

With hot whodunit ‘Mystic River,’
Dennis Lehane hits his stride

By MICHAEL GILTZ

{ Dennis Lehane were a hero
from one of his erime novels, it
would be time to throw him a
few curves: Life is  simply
going  too well  for  the

Jeryear-old author.

In a chat from Florida — where
Lehane and his wife attended the
Super Howl, courtesy of ‘an obd
friend = the author reflected on
the acclaim surrounding his oew
novel, “Mystic River™ (William
Morrow; $25), which came out
Tuesday. :

s garnered
the best  ad-
vance  revicws
of his career
and at a time
when he's

previous ook,
“I'raycrs for
Rain,” into  a
screenplay  for
Huollywood pro-
ducer Alan
Ladd.

Why so much

wel  fortome?.
The writer et
liewes it's all in
the numbers,

“Ive seen’ a
VETY aedidl Flhi."'
nevmenodL” SAys

-

fromt the kids and abduct Boyle
{he escapes after four days). Later,
as adults, the three all reel from
the sudden, violent death of Mar-
cus’ daughter, a senseless crime.
Devine investigates, and the trail
of evidence somehow keeps lead-
ing toward the hapless, troutdled
Boyle.

. The advance burz in the publish-
ing industry has been growing.
Booklist dropped the “crime nov-
elist™ tag and declared Lehane
“one of our best fiction writers pe-
rlod.” Publishers Weckly has pro-
filed him twice in the last few
msonths, calling
“Mystic Riwver™
“emotionally

It/ was fjust as
wrenching for Le-
hane toowrite. '

“It's the single
worst  experience
I'vie had of writing
a book,” says the
author. “1 got 20
lost. The first 100
PagEs were  mur-
der, just proeling.”

He can take com-

fort in a growlng
legion. - of fans
v ') Stephen

“7King $pent a year
"“in-rehab after, his
‘car “accident. he

Lehane. My
Ewven
seem o be bet-
ter than my odd
books | =— - the
second, the fourth and: now the
shaih, 'Mystic River.” They're defi-
nitely the three books in which 1
was swinging for the fences, as op-
pesed 1o maybe taking it back a
nachl”

His larest doesn't just swing for
the fences; it hammers onc docp.
A tense, insightful  whodunit
“Mystie River” focuses on three
boyhood friends in Boston: Sean
Devine, who becomes a cop
Jlimmy Marcus, a legendary erimi-
nal who goes straight; and Dave
Bayle, an anonymous little hanger-
0L

The guys are tied together by
two events, one from the past and
one in the present. There's a
haunting encounter when [wo
men who pretend 10 be cops con-

hui-d what hclpt;;:
im E0ET WeTe
Harry Potter books
and the crime*nov-
els by Lehane.
Lehane is one of the few writers

who returns the compliment, una-

bashedly halling King — which is
an unpopular opinion among the
literary cro

= remember hanging out in a bar
with a eritic and a room [ull of
writers,” he says. “Me and ihe
critic were the only people who
would argue that Stephen King
was 1 good writer. You cannot piss
off a group of wiiters faster than
by saying that. But there are sec-
tions of "The Green Mile)! for ex-
ample, that are transcendent.”

Maybe his empathy for King
comes (rom wani:rx in a penre
often dismissed as pulp. The pro-
ple Lehane grew up with were dis-

'hhﬁmluwmtamﬂmmmmm: book,” Lehane says of

his new noved. “The first 100 pages were murder.”

missed as well: the Irish, working-
class laborers. of Boston. That's
where all his bouks are set, five
detective  novels  featuring  the
team of Patrick Kenzie and Angie
Gennaro and his Latest,

Lehane is glad he fell into the
penre of mystery novels, even if
he'd rather have readers feel

moved by the story than stumped
by the cnimé.

=fhe mystery io me is not the
least important thing. but it's not
nearly as important to me as the
characters. Ever,” says the author.

“The puzzle can be brilliant. but
if the characters aren’t there, who
Caress




