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® REALLY BIG SHOW

By MICHAEL GILTZ

OF stars Jessica Simpson and Nick

Lachey (of 98 Degrees) want their

fans lwuw th!lnr'gui:st H;‘Eﬁhﬂnf,
normal, eve ¥ ple. o cis §
prove (¥ By surrm-;in thelr vwn !A-TT'E
reality series, of course.

“Ins ant for people not to see us
15 a ect couple,” says Simpson, who
proved irresistible with her double plati-
num breakthrough album “Sweet Kisses®
and has a recurring role on “Thar 70s
Show.” (Simpson plays the :ﬁappmpr&
ate girlfriend of Ashion Kutcher, who, in
real life, prefers them oblder) I think
that's wrong. Everybody has their Imper-
fections and their flaws and, in Holly-

« peaple make their marriages out to
be Romeo and Juliet. 50 people will see
us t and that we are normal.”

Called “Mewlyweds: Mick & Jessica”
the series follows the couple as they get
used 1o living together (Simipson |3 a slob;
Lachey i3 a neat-freak), and work on thelr
new albums.

Adding to the pressure: Lachey is ITTPK
to forge a solo career with his album
"Soub.” hl:hﬂﬁh he's working with top
producers like The Matrix, the singer has
to wonder if f]\IT: whni unlzc I;L; abaat
QB Deg;lru will remain loyal Simpson,
meanwhile, needs o pecover from a soph-
Omorne ﬂgannp album that only went gold
[selling 000 copies), She has her
hopes pinned on the new album “In This
5kin,” tor which she wrote or co-wrote al-
WL BVEEY SO

Originafly, both CDs were slated to
come oul on August 19, but now Lachey’s
has been pushed back to September O
‘Was the delay deliberate—to avoid head-
to-head comparisons between husband
and wife?

“Well of course, Jessica was going o
whup me,” says Lachey, with a laugh. "My
pride can only take so much.”

Simpson politely says that she and La-
chey are competitive about recording the
best music—but only in the best way.

“It's a healthy competition. nothing that
caopded atradn on our relationship,” she
says. "We both have the same passions
and we both support each other, [t's fun
having the same career.”

“Speak for yoursell,” jokes Lachey, “I
Lli}' :\nd sabotage Jessica whenever possi-

[

Lachey's constant teasing only seems
one-sidedc  Simpson proved she coold

fve as as she pets by setting up her
ushand for an elsborate practical m
:r;]lifdﬂ:m year on Kutcher's MTV 5

“¥eah, that built trust right from the be-
pinning” says Lachey about the episode
in which actors posing as her relatives
Elnrthl a mahile home in their front yard,

1 thought "That 70s Show' was punk
enimegh, watching Jessica make out wi
Ashion on national elevision. 1 didn™
know there was more.”

If watching your wife kiss anoiher man
scems daunting, its mothing compared to

the l:mrg'lc's daily lives. newW SETICS
shows Simpson and Lachey struggling
with the demands of record companies
(Simpson’s vocals on "Skin™s first single,
“Sweetest 5in." get a thumbs-down) and
the temptations of being a pop star.

In one episade, Simpeon is seen driving
to an awdition where Lachey checks out
sexy female dancers for his first video—
something most newlyweds don’t have 1o
deal with. {1 am not jealous, 1 am not

L

ey

jealows,” Simpson says  hali-jokingly.)
Later, T.'n:h:;.I is seen petting distracted
by one of the leggy girls and Simpson
makes excuses, "He's still a bachelor at
heart,” she says.

But the show mostly focuses on the
mundane life led by the singers—whether
ir's following them home from a fashy
premiere, where they eat pizza on the
couch, or showing Lachey making fun of
Simpson for wondering why one tuna fish
brand is called “Chicken of the Sea” Or,
muost embarassingly, letting viewers hear
Sim burp ak the breaktast table.

M course, good marriages don't always
make good TV. Rillboard senior writer
Carla Hay, who covers film and TV for
the music indusiry bible, says the show
could comcelvably give the couple the

bosst that Brandy, wha did an MTV e-
ries ahout giving birth, didn’t get. “With
98 Degrees in the shadow of NSync and
Backstreet Boys and Jessica Simpson in |
the shadow of Britney and Christina, it's
fust 1ily whether or not this show s going
i fly with the MTV audience, But if they
end up with a milllon people watching
the first episode, that'll be great,” says
Hay.

But there are risks. “When you're dolng
a show about a marriage, sometimes peo-
ple watch and say, "Too much informa-
rionf™ Hay adds. “Do we really need 1o
know that jessica Simpson Hkes to burp#”
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