people, the [mige that ypeings Lo
mind is Robert Young [rom “Faiher
Knows Best,™ Vred MacMurray
I *My Three Sons" vr some other-
wise mmrnrhugl!]'lmm. 71
*The Cosby Shaw,”™ *The Hrasy -
Banch,™ =trzzke and Harrjet™ — T
lesstory bs flled with ubsedads who know
Frowr b ke icida in Hien wiith Jowe and
discipline.
Supe, they could also be a linbe bum-
hitng. But ever since Archle Bunker, mare
and more TV dads seem downright dan~
prrous. Waitch “Leave it to Beaver™ and =
{{m might lesrn a few heart el bessons.
‘steh = Married With Children®™ and == 7 L
you wand to eall the-police to arrest AL '
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Bundy for child peghect, © - '
i Beday's T dlacls fall that short?
“Take Hal, 1he slightly cowed haiband on
*Malcolm kn the le.” 1
“Hal ks & worderful dad,” Insksty actor,
ryan*Cransion, who plays ibe charscter. |
“Fii's wery sensitive, he's very kind — e3<*
weclally when you compare him vo [wife]
uin. He's the sofler side. He knows how

PII'TLIZRF. & elasdic TV dad. For most

=

3

g rolder skate. .
=Hal b am ability that's really for hia

owm survival” Cramston says. "He's able

to hawe is mind pust check wal, ke Wal-"

ter Mitry. Hal goes ofT and buailds a Lite ™™

spacecrall in his mind 3o he can wrrhee el

thie chisos of four childsen.

“Then he comes back o reakity and un-
Fortunately he's twa steps behind and has
b quickly estch ep.” i

Hal iz a litthe clocless, but no mone than
s campetators, On ABCs new family i
com, "My Wile and Kids," the 5d cam->. -
paign jokes that Damon W ayvans sctuslly”
ihinks he's lm chanpe. On "TL King o
Queens,” [erry Stahl (Jerry Stiller] ramis
and raves a1 ks son just Kike Seiller did as
Frank Costanza on *Seinfeld."

O *Thtus,” Stacey Keach i a litrle
muse clued in — wiven he's sober.
=Eyerybody Loves Raymand,” the par-
ents seem bo po weeks and wecks wighout ©,
remembering they have children at all.
I':Wh.;; o those kids do wpstains &1 ehat
time

=That's been 1he lavor for the 90"
says Cranston, "a dad thats been pus=! of
upon. Because you can't da the reverse
now, It wouldn't be :u:-:c-lph'ble.‘!l"ilp can't
say, O, what o dinghat,” like Archie did
on ALl ko the Famkly." 1

It just wosalds't work amymare.”

Tim Brooks, the co-suthor of “The
Complete Disectory 1o Primetime et
work and Cable TV Shows,” and a0 exec=
utive at Lifetime, agnecs.

“Laok an My Wile and Kids' = zays
Brooks. “10's & clessic formula The dad's
nod & doofuss he's just kind of nutty and
doesn't quite et b Aslde from Homer {1
("The 5 "1, ibe dads aren’t pog--y
trayed as quite ihe overt bumbler as they
uzed ta be, They're generally well meas-
{;q-_ibu.t meam wears the pants in 1he [ams

¥ - .
Hut as Reooks points cut tlere have'al:
ways been sitcomd maiung fun of dads . ;
The real change came when sdvertisers
realized their ::rﬁ:-‘l audienoe Was Women
aned kids = and that it was the woman™~
who decided which detergent bo by, © =

=Ln the "6l and "T0, when ibey fjured
oul wha was watching Leloyisica and ad-_
wertlsers focused on women, |t becamea ™
litsle bews cool to knock mom,® says o) i

they

make -
fathers like
they used t0?

TV dads on dramas don'l fare any bei-

ter, On =Omee & Again,” the divorced

acdi spend most opiunies burdening 1

kids with theis troubles. On *Provl-

demee™ and =Gilmore Glgls, " the dad i

antrustworthy. On “Dawson's Creel,™
dasds are beuide the point.

And then tscre’s Tony Soprano, who
speni the staton flnale of Sopra-
meon™ histing ki son and geating furioss
with his daughter {whio got dounk ansd
misbebaved after her obd boylriend was
oifed by one of his captainal.

kg 2 i Byt ey i About the oaly traditions] TV dad in all
P ot why ‘Malcolm In ibe Middl®  2ftelevition ls the Rev. Erlc Camden an

The WE =7th Heaven™
=1'm st of the Laat one of those,” ad-
mits actor Stepben Colling, who plays

i & Dikile unuisal, becawse mam 488 ...
mnich ol & boomy a8 dad ™
Siteom dads are the butt of jokes. But

i
i

i..
i

T

Camsden. And he's quick bo agree that
bsere’s @ limk between that traditions]
imsagoe &f @ dad and the fact that =7th
Heaven® i The Wik's top-raded show,

=1 think there is a lisk," he says. "Tele:
vislon writers [ell in bove wiilh the dpy- -
fanctipnal Bmily snd fan wild weith it Bat
I thisk the sudicnce has alwa had a -
Fl.a-u- in |28 b for the b fantavy
amily like “Urrzie and |larrict® and 'Father
Enows Best.”

i Fmd?-‘ﬁ'-r

L1
103

lesg for a good fasily on fole-
vishon,” he says, “Mosl writers can’T write
a ol (amily witheut making it saccha-
- rine and sickly amd boring.”
Cranston — af =) in the Middie®
— mays Hal bsn't so inefFoctial Bl ask
Iim to mention a favarice episode. and if
o lnvolves Hal taking the kidd 10 3 cazina
and gening boy proiss Malcolm o help
bsim cheats.  #= -
Amother Brvorie? *Hal takes the kids to
a race eaf track instesd of school.” e
members Cransien. “He's thrillsd 10 be
wilh hin boys and wants to show them &
time, teach them somerthing dbowt
fe..His son Dewey ensds up on the track,
ard the boys end up in trouble, and [ond
wap hicking the seourity guard. And we try
i@ fool mom, and she catches us™
And 'y that kimd of pasesaing that en-
wures the kids will remsember Hal on Fa-
“iber's *Baslcally, Hal would love a5 &
e juset for the Kids 1o
--|BI'\‘.'.:.IJ! i Gt out of the
(e bt i e beer amed | pan
naked o the hosase. That would be
my baest Father's Day present.”
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