The bright young things of the TV seasons
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aren’tall kids. Not this year. Who are the
people everyone’s talking about? A
genetically engineered kick-ass girl,

a school principal played by a man whose
last show was a notorious flop, a gorgeous
Republican — and a Brooklyn guy who
used to be a contender.

By MICHAEL GILTZ

Age: 32
Hometown: Raleigh, N C.
Character: Ainsley Hayes, a
Republican addition to the White
House staiT on “West Wi i

Wednesdays at 9). Pros
right-wing halance in this day of
an evenly divided Congres

Star Quality: an understated,
distinctly feminine sexincsa com-
bined with a keen intellct that
keeps Rob Lowe's character espe-

Iv off-balance.

haracter’s favorite snack: a
chocolate mufTin and a Fresca

novies, particu-
Jerry \h.mm and “Leav.
ing Las
Firat TVimovie role: while
studying journalism and dance at
t Carolina University. Procter

the weather hor for
¢ Greenville CB:

ht: surcly play-
ine Mavis 'V movie “The
Dukes of Huzzard: Reunion!™

Age: undm(lnwd

Hometown: Chicago

Character: I‘nnuplll Steven
Harper in 'Hnnlcn Public” (Ch. 5,
Mondays at 8), the new drama
from David E. l\l~|l¢-y that focuses
on the teachers in a public school
One of the better reviewed and
most commercially successful new
shows of the season

Star quality: A quiet authority
that leaves no question who is in
charge (even if he's willing to sec-
ond-guess his sternness when oth-
ers aren't around)

Favorite snack: wayward stu-
dents: he eats them for lunch

Telling trait: Also acted under
the Cher-like moniker of “C!

irst TV/movie role: * lh vrnun

of the Nerds I11: The Next Gener-
ation”

Career highlight: Starred in
the title role of “The Sceret Diary

uemnlmsr-\umm
has a love for old movies.

of Desmond Pfeiffer.” one of the
moat famous and notorious flops
in recent ullvmon history.

Age: 18

Hometown: Houston

Character: Rory Gilmore in
“Gilmore Girls* (Ch. 11, Thurs-
days at 8). A sensible 16 year-old,
Rory lives in Stars Hollow, Conn.
with her flighty but loving single
mom (Lauren Graham of *News-
Radio™).
icely reviewed lit-
t is stuck in a
trencherous timealot.

like coolness combined with a Iwe
for old movies.
Character's favorite snack:

chili fries, or whatever her mom's
ha

Telling trait: Took community
theater at her parent’s urmng to
overcome shyness. Modeled dur-
ing high school.

Firt TV/movie role: you're
Tooking at it

Career highlight: Ditto. She's
a really new fuce.

Age: 47

Hometown: Evanston, 11l
_Character: Gil Grissom in
Crime Scene Investiga-
tors” (Ch.-2. Fridays ot 9) The
intense leader of a crack team

that can dig under fingernails or
corpse’s maggot to

uteace the stepn of 8 bad oy
“CS.1" ia the breakout hit of the
year, regularly outdrawing its
much more highly touted lea

Star quality: makes brooding
intensity seem appenling.
Character's hvorun snack:
who can eat with all those gross-
out a.-nuh at the crime scene?
Tell T wears the foothall
jersey Trom hin high school in
every ml\' possible
/movie role: Michael
“Th followed by the
lead n's underrated gem
“Manhu which fimst featured
Hannibal Lecter and had Petersen

Man

tackling duties for the FDlsim
to what he's performing o 1
Carver highlight: layed both

setts”) and John F. Kmm-dy uu
HBO's "The Rat Pack’

mes
‘ameron’s “Dark Angel® (( h. 5,
'r..ud.y- at 9). A smashing debut
nnd holding its own against
“Frasier” and the similarly-named
“Bufly” spin-off"Angel.”
Star quality: those lips, those
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Petersen: He
tangled with
Hannibal Lecter
In the movi
Manhunter

and survived.

-tight _outfits, those killer
movese (Did we mention she's
yenetically engineercd?)

te snack:
anything that doesn t have a bar
code stamped on it (Max has one
on her neck).

Telling t r dad was in
the Air Force, so Alba bounced
around the country (Biloxs. M
_os Angeles: Texas) when
was growing up I

rst TV/movie role: a young,

Fil
snob on Nickelodeon's “The Secret

Jessica Alba: Those lips, those skin-

tight outfits, thase killer moves.
World of Alex Mack *
Carcer highlight: took her
irst acting class at the age of 12;

got an agent nine months later.

ano on
“Famly Law” (Ch. 2, Mondays at
10). A surprise, commercial hit
It xeron that o o heef up
its male appeal — hence the addi-
tion of Danza.

,1Okay, Lgnza is not.a new face.
his - comebnck  this year
scems 5o complete, we had to

Tony Danza: Beefs up the cast of
*“Family Law" as a guy named Joe.

include him.)

Star quality: A guy's guy. Dan-
20 is A brusque. no-nonsense
lawyer who does what it takes to
win for his clients. Plays it
straight here, but the twinkle in
his eve is a reminder that he uscd
to he big 1n comedy.

Character’s favorite snack:
Italian, of course.

Telling trait: broke his back
skiing in Utah in ‘93: plates rods
and serews holding his spine n
plice.

~

t TVimovie rolet apparvat-
Iy also had_a role on a sitcom
calied “Taxi.”
Carcer highligh
a character not




