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By MICHAEL GILTZ

HE new fall season ar
Tri.'\'ﬂl with the ususl
amsortment of randy
teens, vislent dramas, and
Emunlil winghes an the makas
ut the latest trend 1a pro-
gramming has natwork
execatives scrambling o
dust olf their knewledge of
“Leave 18 Ta war” and
"Bonanza.”

Yes, the wholesame Fami-
1y show i back.

*There's mo question fam-
ity ahown are oo the rise
ngnin” says  Martha
Willinmeon, the ereator
the lomgerunning smash
=Touwched An Angel”
“Tha bottom lane is that
notworks will  always
respect suctss”

Sure, Fox's blewp-filled
=“fhotion™ gul bots of pross
and great reviews But its
going to take a lot of
patience to see whether it
ean got lots of viewers.

=There's aften a big diver:
gence between what the
crealive community thinks
is hip and cool and what
people actually wani o
watch,” points out Tim

| Brooks, an exectutive st

U%5A Metworks and the oo

author of The Complete
Dhrectory to Prime Time
Network and Cable TV
Showa.

Metwork executives are
slowly realizing this, along
with the simple fact that
they can't. out-curse cable
The ane thing they con do
better is deliver & mass
audience, And the best way
to deliver a wide audience
is ta program
ippealing shows

That's why every network
is racing te develop family
sitcems a la “The Coshy
Bhow™ and family dramas
a fa *The Waltons™ for
later this season and fall
2000, I's ma surprise
they're all jumping on the
latest bandwagon. Hut
what is surprising is that
m{ dida't see signs
(LR gTo

The WH is one of U most
profitable networks,
thanks to its leser-like
focus on teens and oodies of
proan for sexy soaps like
"Dawson's Creek™ and
'fdl.lel.rg."
QiTrom

s n

=7th Heaven,” which

is about & man of the chath
anvl his h:ﬂ- b,

CHS is on top as the
network with the most
viewers and #ven attracted
pome of the prechous 184

I1I!I":||

year old mphic 3 ita

beat Tevi mirw  show,

Friday's =Now mmd
=

Eye network's Mo 1
drama? The whalescme
*Touched By An Angel”
And ita Mo 1 sitcom?
“Everybody Loves

“Ti's mot about the kids”
star Ray Romans inslsts —

Here's a radical idea: Make wholesome programs — without
stupid sex jokes — that a lotta people want to watch.
Believe it or not, the networks are beginning to catch on...

and that’s true. But there
are & kot less embarrassing
guestions for parenis to
answoer walching
"Raymond” than en your
AVETREET episode
“Frionds"
Spenking of “Friends’
NBC is still highly peal
itabile, but had a disastrous
pilot season where it was
wunable to ehum cut enough
new urban, singles-on-the-
make sitcoms Lo reploce
eollapain peried  like
= and
“Veronlca's Closal™
What's the biggest Bit it’s
jaunched in  years?
“Providence,” a very un-
NHBC type show iha
eaught the network by mer-
prise when it caaght fire

with viewsrs. The female
skewisg drnma eomes com-
plote with cute kids, lots of
pek and Mike Farrell of
M*AS*IT™ for ihe older

ol folk

alk-
ABC desperately wants
to find & replacemont for
*Home Im ment,” &
show that star Tim Allen
has repeatedly pointed out
{without rancor) wis pover
n favorite with network
suecutives

1t astonishing to think &
network’s No. 1 ahow could
be made to feel unappreci-
aied, bt that's exactly how
AMllen felt for years.

A elaarer example of tele-
visson's kndifference to fam-
iy i — Even

progfrlmming
when it succesds — wauld

be harder to find ABC is
still looking for that
“Improvement - like smash.
but out of left field came
another runaway hit: the
ready-for-prime-time game
ahow “Who Wants to Boa
MillionalreT™
gecutives  seratched
EﬂlJarir heads trying to
gure out its populnri-
v, Were people h ring
far more game shows
Maybe, betause any time &
genre b ol on the sir it
ripe for renewal, But hoet
Regia Philbin was probably
closar ta the truth when ke
erowed, "Famulies are grt-
ting together to watch tele-
wimion again!™
Heck, there's even PAX,
an entine petwork devoted
ta family friendly prograsn-

ming like “Chicken Boup
for the Soul® and reruns
of stalwarts like “Touchel
An  Angel®  and
“Diagnosis Murder.”

Deespite all this evidence
and their meed for broad- §
based hits, petwnrks aren't .
excited about brushing up
on  their  “gell 8"
Prodocers complain that
*goft™ family shows that
fietwaorks fear will be hard
ta e don't always get
a [air hearing

*Everybodys alwaya look:
ing to push the envelups
and find the pest, unseen
miracle” admiis “Angela”
Williamson. The problem
fan't just with :ﬂ- mels
warks

'Mu.t young writers hie



