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A
NNA , Till , I'IlETT\, AND ClIAIlMI NL 1':lIgli sll l lllor i ll 
Tlw King alld I , s(!ems ' worlds .lparl. 1'1"0111 Fusca , 
Llw dour, proud, and fiercely uhs(~ssiv ( ~ c I ~ ntl ~ r or 
St(~ plwn Sondlwim's I <)<)4 play I ' ([ ss ioll . 1\ 111. 
actr< ~ss \l(Jnna Murphy s( ! ( ~ s tlwir silllilariti( !s . 

"Ultil1\at(!ly, Anna doesn 't giv'~ a dal11n what I)(!opll ~ 

think cith er, " puints out Murphy, who cUIT(!nLi y stars on 
I}piCldway in tlw Bodgers and Ilammerst(!in classie. 

Murphy w on ,l Tony as Fosca, and sill! lias Iwppily 
watched th al cimracter's most piercing mOlncnt- lh e 
snng "Loving You"-lurn into a gay standard . l:ri(! IHls 
asked her to sing the number (which b(!gins, " Loving yo u 
is not a choice, it's who' I am ") at their commitmenl ce re­
mony. "A number of friends who arc gay hav(! said th at 
to th em that song, m ore than anythin g else- nut in il li teral way, but a heart way- n !ally cuts to it ," slw says. 

Murphy, w ho has a rc!culTing r ole on th e A IK show Mllrder Oll e and sings along with Mandy I'a tinkin , 
I) ,lwn Upshaw, and others on th e CD I,coll ard lJern sLei ll 's N elU Vork (due out in May on No neslI ch!. kn ows 
crow ds IO'JC th e lavish costuilles of Th e Killq alld I . Bu t w lll!n SIH) struggles in and out of co rsets and pp. lli ­
C(J ilts ami m assive crinolines, Murphy remembers w ith longing that 'Tosca hud abandoned tllP. trapp ings, 
ti ll! Ol lll! r \"clcade or b(! ing a woman . She was (1I1(~ smur t bal li! , th at's all I can say l " - M I C II ,\ 1:1 . C I I.T Z 

Mu;/we/ GilL T. also canLrillll tes to New York (l ll cl l : l1t(!rtai n I1W ll t We(!kl y. 
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